
June 10, 2024 
Plan Commission Chair and Commissioners 
Village of Oak Park Plan Commission 
  
The Business and Civic Council of Oak Park is delighted to endorse the Keystone Apartments 
project at 1106 Madison St. This initiative, led by Housing Forward and the Interfaith Housing 
Development Corporation, aligns with our community’s dedication to inclusivity and support 
for low-income and disabled individuals. The planned 36-unit development will offer essential 
permanent supportive housing, promoting stability and well-being. 
As an organization dedicated to fostering economic growth, civic engagement, and community 
development, We believe this project exemplifies our commitment to enhancing the quality 
and diversity of life for all residents. We applaud this effort and eagerly anticipate the positive 
impact it will have on Oak Park. 
  
Council Members 
Bill Planek  
David Pope 
Frank Pellegrini 
Mike Fox 
Tom Gallagher 
Gary Collins 
Everett Ward 
Athena Williams, Executive Director -Oak Park Regional Housing Center 
John Hedges 
Julianne Nery 
J. Michael Williams 
 

 
 

 



Oak Park Plan Commission 
Village of Oak Park 
123 Madison Street 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
 
Dear Village of Oak Park Plan Commission Chair and Commissioners, 
  
I am writing to voice my support for the proposed development at 1106 Madison Street.  As a 
homeowner near this site and a person who has worked for years running organizations that provide 
supportive housing, affordable housing, substance use and/or mental health services to the most 
marginalized populations, I am proud of Oak Park taking leadership in creating access to affordable and 
accessible housing options. 
  
Our country is in an affordable housing crisis. According to the National Low Income Housing 
Coalition: 
  

• Nationally, there is a shortage of more than 7 million affordable homes for our nation's 11 
million plus extremely low-income families; 

• Seventy percent of all extremely low-income families are severely cost-burdened, paying more 
than half their income on rent; 

• There is no state or county in our country where a renter working full-time at minimum wage 
can afford a two-bedroom apartment; 

• In Illinois, a renter making minimum wage would have to work 80 hours a week to afford a two-
bedroom rental unit. 

  
I chose to move to Oak Park 17 years ago because I wanted to be a part of a community that does better 
than our dismal national averages. But, when you look at the average rental prices in our community, 
we are not doing well. Based on the Metropolitan Mayor’s Caucus “Strategic Vision for Housing” 
presented to the Village Board in March 2024, Oak Park has an affordable housing crisis: 
 

• 75% of Oak Park’s renter households with incomes below $50,000 are housing cost burdened. 
• The rental vacancy rate in Oak Park has been less than 7% since 2016 (a 7% vacancy rate is 

generally considered to be a healthy vacancy rate.)  Affordable housing providers report vacancy 
rates around 1-2%.  
 

As a result of these and other factors, the median rent in Oak Park has been rising faster than incomes 
across the region over the previous decade. We could continue to pretend that there is not a problem in 
our community, or we can do something about it. My vote is that we do something about it. 
  
1106 Madison Street will not fix our housing crisis, nationally nor in my 60304 zip code. However, it 
moves us in the right direction in many ways: (1) it breaks a terrible trend where for-profit developers 
would rather pay a small fine rather than set aside units for affordable housing, (2) Oak Park has such 
rich offerings through our schools, park district, libraries, restaurants and businesses, (3) we all benefit 
from increasing diversity (race, religion, and socio-economic) in our neighborhoods.  
  
It can also not be overstated that the project will be led by two agencies that have a proven track record 
of competence and accountability: Housing Forward and Interfaith Housing Development Corporation. 



They each have decades-long experience in the field and the ability to deliver on their promises, unlike 
many Oak Park for-profit developers. In line with Oak Park’s goals of diversity and inclusion, their vision 
will provide our community with 36 units of permanent supportive housing and wrap-around supportive 
services targeted to individuals with a chronic disability. Also in line with Oak Park’s sustainability goals, 
the building will include solar panels and be fully electric. 
  
I whole-heartedly support the proposed development, 1106 Madison in my community. While one 
building cannot solve all of the problems of affordable housing, diversity, or climate change, 1106 
Madison demonstrates that we can move in the right direction while being consistent with the values of 
our Oak Park community. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
  
Cheryl Potts 
839 Highland Avenue 
Oak Park, IL 60304   
 

 

Cheryl Potts is the executive director of Community Mental Health Board of Oak Park Township where 
she oversees the funding of mental health and substance use providers. She has worked in the field of 
human services for over 25 years, beginning in HIV care and housing for the vulnerable and more 
recently promoting access to care for people living with mental health and substance use disorders. She 
has dedicated her professional life, and much of her personal life, to being a champion for those who are 
marginalized in the community. Before the Community Mental Health Board, Cheryl served as the 
executive director of AMITA Alexian Brothers Housing and Health Alliance, was the executive director of 
The Kennedy Forum, and participated in numerous local and national committees aimed at eliminating 
social disparities of health. She holds a bachelor’s degree in business administration from DePaul 
University and a Masters’ of Business Administration from North Park University.  



Plan Commission Chair and Commissioners
Village of Oak Park
123 Madison Street
Oak Park, IL. 60302

To the Oak Park Plan Commission Chair and Commissioners,

I am writing to express my support for the Keystone Apartments housing development project at
1106 Madison Street, developed by Interfaith Housing and Housing Forward. As a member of
the community, I believe this project will significantly benefit our community.

Interfaith Housing has a commendable 30-year track record in developing affordable housing,
exemplified by their successful project, Grove Apartments. By partnering with Housing Forward
to specifically address the unique housing needs for individuals with chronic disabilities, this
development goes even further in fostering a stable living environment and promoting the
well-being of our community members in need.

Moreover, the location of the development has many benefits for future residents and for the
community as a whole. Being directly across from Rush Hospital on Madison Street offers
convenient access to healthcare services—a vital consideration for the residents who will
benefit from this housing opportunity. The transition from a single-story building to a five-story
structure not only enhances the area aesthetically but also optimizes land use effectively.
Furthermore, the inclusion of solar panels and the commitment to a fully electric building
demonstrate a forward-thinking approach to sustainability, contributing positively to our Village’s
environmental goals.

In conclusion, I personally support this housing development project by Interfaith Housing and
Housing Forward and encourage your support as well. This development not only aligns with
our community's values of compassion and inclusivity but also promises to make a meaningful
impact on the lives of its future residents.

Thank you for considering my support for this important project.

Best,
Jayne Furlong
Oak Park Resident
Events and Communications Manager for Downtown Oak Park Business Alliance
Member of the Oak Park Homelessness Coalition





4415 HARRISON STREET,  SUITE 228 ▪  HILLSIDE,  I L  60162 
te lephone  708 .236 .3261 ▪  fax  708 .236 .3299 ▪  web  www.suburbancook.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

KERRY THOMAS  ▪  CHAIR 
JESSICA LUCAS ▪  VICE CHAIR  

CHRISTOPHER O’HARA ▪  PAST CHAIR   
DAVID YOUNG ▪  SECRETARY 

LUTICIA FIORITO  ▪  TREASURER 

JENNIFER C.  HILL  ▪  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

July 9, 2024 
 
Plan Commission Chair and Commissioners 
Village of Oak Park 
123 Madison Street 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
 
Via email to Craig Failor, cfailor@oak-park.us 
 
 
Members of the Plan Commission: 
 
On behalf of the Alliance to End Homelessness in Suburban Cook County, I am pleased to 
support Housing Forward’s 36-unit project at 1106 Madison Street in Oak Park.  As the lead 
agency for the Cook County Continuum of Care, we at the Alliance see the need for housing and 
social service programs to support the west suburban communities. We will gladly partner with 
Housing Forward in providing that support. 
 
Housing Forward has played an active role for over 20 years in the Continuum of Care (CoC) 
through their work in the housing sector and related services provided to the homeless 
population.  Housing Forward has assisted with Coordinated Entry, the Point-in-Time Count and 
the Housing Inventory Count, all of which helps the CoC determine the level of need within 
Suburban Cook County.  
 
Interfaith Housing Development Corporation has likewise been a great partner to the Alliance. 
Interfaith developed Grove Apartments in Oak Park and has a 30-year track record of developing 
permanent supportive housing, including 20 buildings.  
 
Thank you for your commitment to offering high-quality housing opportunities to the Oak Park 
community.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jennifer C. Hill 

mailto:cfailor@oak-park.us






 
June 20, 2024 

Plan Commission Chair and Commissioners  
Oak Park Village Hall 
123 Madison Street 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
 
 
Village of Oak Park Plan Commission, 
 
On behalf of the Oak Park Homelessness Coalition, I am writing to support the development of 
the proposed Permanent Supportive Housing community at 1106 Madison Street.  

Interfaith Housing and Housing Forward are mission-driven providing quality affordable 
housing. Both organizations have a track record of success to provide outstanding housing 
opportunities for those most in need.  

Oak Park needs affordable housing, and particularly units that help those experiencing 
homelessness. This development will provide Oak Park with a beautifully-designed building, 36-
unit affordable housing units and the supportive services people need. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

John Harris 

On behalf of the Oak Park Homelessness Coalition 
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