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The Nineteenth Century 

Club was established in 

1891 by members who 

believed that education, 

charitable activities, and 

civic involvement were v ital 

elements in a thriv ing 

community. The spirit of 

the founders continues 

today in the work of the 

Nineteenth Century 

Charitable Association 

through scholarships and 
public programming in five 

areas: music, art, 

l iterature, science, and

social sciences. 

May 18, 2026 

Village of Oak Park 

Board of Trustees 

123 Madison St. 

Oak Park, IL 60302 

The Letter of Support for the Nineteenth Century Class L (Landmark) status MUST be on 

agenda for the June 9th, 2026 meeting in order for us to apply for the renewal of that status 

by the deadline of JUNE 18, 2026. 

Dear Board and Staff: 

I am writing on behalf of the Historic Nineteenth Century building at 178 Forest Avenue and 

the Need for the Renewal of its Class L-Landmark tax status by Cook County, with a letter of 

support from the Village Board of Oak Park. The NCCA building at 178 Forest Ave., Property 

Tax Number 16-07-121-034-0000 has been currently taken back to a Class 7-91. (a commercial 

office building). Class L (Landmarks) Status: this is the status we had and want to renew "a 

property officially designated as a historic or cultural landmark (or a contributing building in 

an historic district)". 

Designed by architect James L Fyfe, the historic Landmark Nineteenth Century building 

opened in 1928 as a community center for arts and humanities programming as well as a 

gathering place for both members and the greater Oak Park community to serve and affect 

change. We are a volunteer organization committed to learning , giving and sharing our 

Landmark building with the community. The programming held in this building is open to all 

and is fully supported by individual charitable donations of both time and money. This 

building is the only historic community building that functions without adding to the tax 

burden on the Oak Park community and that also pays state real-estate taxes. Other historic 

buildings, such as the Cheney Mansion and Mills House, not only receive the support of our 

village, but also pay no taxes to the state. Donations and fundraising support not only our 

community programming , but also the cost of maintaining this historic Landmark building 

178 Forest Ave. Oak Park, If, 60301 708-386-2729 
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