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Current State of Waste



Climate Ready Oak Park

Waste Reduction
Goal #2: Expand Waste Goals & Data
WG.01. Conduct a Waste Characterization Study



Value of the Study

Understand the composition of MSW (garbage), 
Recycling, and Organics streams

Refine the Village’s greenhouse gas emissions report

Uncover opportunities for additional waste reduction 
and diversion 

1)

2)

3)



Material Characterization Study



Key Findings from the Study



Waste Survey Results

Age Demographic of RespondentsConfirmed composition results

Identified values, motivations, barriers, 
and questions

Affirmed sources of information 

89% are satisfied or feel neutral about 
current solid waste collection services
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2)

3)
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Next Steps for Consideration

Establish a Village Solid Waste Management Plan

Align goals / priorities
Measure progress
Advance as goals are met

1)
2)
3)



Next Steps for Consideration

Enhance and Focus Education/Outreach Campaigns

Address common barriers
Tailor education to 
maximize impact
*Characterization Study + Survey

1)
2)



Next Steps for Consideration

Evaluate Financial Incentive Opportunities

MSW Rate Study
Identify opportunities to 
offset program costs
Participation incentives

1)
2) 73%

Respondents' motivation for 
engagement/ participation is 

Financial Incentives3)



Next Steps for Consideration

Multi-Family Material Characterization Study

MSW & Recycling Composition
Identify opportunities for 
reduction & diversion

1)
2) 35%

Oak Park residents living 
in multi-family units

(6-units or more)



Questions & 
Discussion

Village of
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