
Historic Preservation, a 
conversation.



• Kendra Parzen, Landmarks Illinois - Historic Preservation Context

• Frank Lipo, Executive Director, Oak Park River Forest Museum - Oak Park 
Historic Preservation Past to Present

• David Sokol, Professor Emeritus, University of Illinois Chicago - Historic 
Preservation and Community Building

• Brenton Boitse, Urban Planner, Village of Oak Park - Historic Preservation 
Now and Beyond

• Asha Andriana, Historic Preservation Commission Chair, Village of Oak 
Park - Historic Preservation Now and Beyond

Speakers and Topics Overview
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“Historic Preservation is a conversation with our past about our 
future” - National Park Service 

What is Historic Preservation?
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State and Regional Context

4Landmarks Illinois Annual Report 2023-2024



Preservation (Can Be) Inclusive
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2026 Valentine’s Day Event at Our Lady of Guadalupe Mural, South Chicago 

(Credit: Landmarks Illinois)

Mt. Carmel Baptist Church Commemoration Plaque

(Credit: the Historical Marker Database)



Preservation Is Sustainable
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401 South Boulevard, Oak Park

(Credit: Village of Oak Park)

Buildings as Share of Global CO2 Emissions (Credit: 

Simpson Gumpertz & Heger)



Preservation Supports Housing
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Maywood Supportive Living, Maywood

(Credit: Maywood Supportive Living)

211 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park 

(Credit: Wednesday Journal)



Preservation is Economic Development

8

Midtown Faust Building, Rockford 

(Credit: Landmarks Illinois)

One Lake Brewing, Oak Park 

(Credit: Illinois Brewing)





1964 Citizens Committee for Human Rights



1968 Fair Housing Passage Leads to Community 
Planning 





Oak Park Historic District, 
1972 
Later Frank Lloyd Wright-
Prairie School District



Ridgeland 
Historic District 
1983



Gunderson Historic District 2002





• Reflects on his experience soon after the ordinance was first 
established and how it evolved during his service to the village. 

• He will share the importance of the designation of a Certified Local 
Government and the continued evolution of preservation over time.

Historic Preservation in Building Community

17



2025: 

• 1,784 reviews of building and demolition permits.

• 98% of permits are approved administratively. 

• HPC approved 93% of COAs. 

• Only one appeal of a decision. 

Historic Preservation – Present 
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• Roughly 98% of the projects that come 
before us are handled through 
administrative approval.

• Many of the homes we see are small 
bungalows, which represent some of 
the more affordable single-family 
housing in the area. As these homes are 
expanded or replaced with larger 
structures, we risk gradually losing that 
naturally occurring affordability

HPC’s process in practice
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Oak Leaves Building 

(Credit: Wikimedia Commons)



• Adaptive reuse is generally more 
sustainable and faster than demolition and 
new construction, as it preserves existing 
materials and reduces waste .

• Older buildings usually contain superior 
materials compared to new construction.  

• It takes on average 10 to 80 years for a 
new energy efficient building to pay back 
the carbon debt from demolition of an 
older building and the construction of a 
new one. 

Adaptive reuse 
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Masonic Temple Building

(Credit: Wikimedia Commons)



• Regional Economic Impact: The total economic impact, which 
includes direct, indirect, and induced effects, reached $1.89 billion 
in the Visit Oak Park area.

• Context: This data reflects a strong recovery in tourism for the 
region, according to 2023 data from Tourism Economics.

• Tax Contribution: Tourism in the broader Cook County area 
generated $1.176 billion in local tax revenue.

• Tax Rate: The combined sales tax rate for Oak Park is 10.0%, which 
applies to tourist purchases.

Economic / Tourism
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Location Quotient (LQ) – Oak Park’s historic preservation score is >1.0

• This means industry based around historic preservation is more 
concentrated locally, indicating a potential “export” industry that 
brings money into the village.

• Industries that are impacted by historic preservation are not only 
architects – they include craftsman, workshops, contractors, 
restoration specialist. 

Economic / Non-Tourism
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Shift-Share Analysis (SSA) -

• Evaluates longitudinal changes in industry employment by splitting 
growth into three components: National Growth, Industrial Mix, 
and Regional Competitive Advantage. It tells you if a region is 
gaining share, but not necessarily why.

• To determine if a sector is growing faster than the national average 
due to local competitiveness rather than just national trends. 

Economic / Non-Tourism
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Questions?



Data / Formulas
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• LQ =

Local Employment in Industry𝑖
Total Local Employment

National Employment in Industry𝑖
Total National Employment

• Key Components:

• Numerator: The percentage of total jobs in Oak Park that are in a specific industry (e.g., manufacturing).

• Denominator: The percentage of total jobs in the United States that are in that same industry.

• Bureau of Labor Statistics (.gov) +2

• Interpretation:

• LQ = 1.0: Oak Park's employment concentration is equal to the national average.

• LQ > 1.0: The industry is more concentrated locally, indicating a potential "export" industry that brings 
money into the region.

• LQ < 1.0: The industry is less concentrated locally than the national average



Shift-share analysis breaks down regional employment growth (or decline) into three 
components: National Growth (NGE), Industrial Mix (IME), and Regional Competitive Effects 
(RCE). It explains how much of a change is due to overall national trends, specific industry 
performance, or unique regional competitiveness. [1, 2, 3, 4]

Total Change () = NGE + IME + RCE [1]

1. National Growth Effect (NGE)
• Measures the change expected if the local industry grew at the same rate as the national economy.

• 𝑒𝑖,𝑡−1:: Local industry employment in the base year.
• Et/Et−1: Total national growth rate. [5]

2. Industrial Mix Effect (IME)
• Measures how much of the growth is due to the national performance of a specific industry.

• USi,t/USi,t−1: National growth rate of the specific industry.

3. Regional Competitive Effect (RCE)
• Measures the local industry's performance relative to the same industry nationally.

• USi,t/USi,t−1: Local industry growth rate. [5]

Data / Formulas
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https://propertymetrics.com/blog/shift-share-analysis/#:~:text=The%20formula%20for%20shift%20share%20analysis%20is:,particular%20region%20has%20in%20a%20given%20industry
https://midamericafreight.org/index.php/shift-share/
https://www.cdfa.net/cdfa/cdfaweb.nsf/fbaad5956b2928b086256efa005c5f78/3dce10502365d4cf88257a1b006db496/$FILE/Tools%20for%20Understanding%20Economic%20Change%20in%20Communities%20-%20Economic%20Base%20Analysis%20and%20Shift-Share%20Analysis%20-%20NM%20State%20University.pdf
https://support.implan.com/hc/en-us/articles/4402334035611-Analyzing-Changes-in-a-Regional-Economy-Shift-Share-Analysis
https://propertymetrics.com/blog/shift-share-analysis/#:~:text=The%20formula%20for%20shift%20share%20analysis%20is:,particular%20region%20has%20in%20a%20given%20industry
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZEhcwqGEwE#:~:text=The%20basic%20formula%20for%20shift%2Dshare%20analysis%20involves,and%20the%20change%20due%20to%20local%20conditions.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MZEhcwqGEwE#:~:text=The%20basic%20formula%20for%20shift%2Dshare%20analysis%20involves,and%20the%20change%20due%20to%20local%20conditions.


Historic 

Preservation –

Housing Stock Map
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