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Note: This document is intended to provide a general summary of zoning in comparable and neighboring communities. It is OPEDC's interpretation and may not be comprehensive in its scope.

Oak Park Evanston Naperville Elmhurst LaGrange Forest Park

Districts DT-1, DT-2, DT-3
Downtown Retail Core (D2) 

Downtown Core Development (D3) 
Downtown Core District (B4) Central Business Core (CBC) Central Commercial District (C-1) Downtown Business District (DBD)

Zoning Description "DT-1: Emphasizing an active, 
lively mixed-use environment 
with retail and entertainment 
located on the ground floor along 
the street, and a variety of uses 
above, including residential; DT-
2: characterized by an 
environment that is pedestrian-
friendly, mid-rise in scale, and 
mixed-use in nature, providing a 
wide range of retail and service 
uses; DT-3: intended to 
accommodate the
pedestrian-friendly, lower-
intensity mix of small floor plate 
retail, personal service, and 
entertainment uses that
support the vitality of the 
Downtown Central."

"Downtown retail core district is 
intended to define and support 
the traditional downtown retail 
shopping function of Evanston."

"Intent of this district is to 
accommodate the retail, service, 
and office uses which are 
characteristic of the major retail 
area of the City.  This central core 
is intended to contain intensive 
retail business activities."

"Intended to accommodate all 
those retail, service and specialty 
shops and necessary civic services 
that are characteristic of the 
central retail area."

"Intended to provide for the 
development and maintenance of 
a concentrated, pedestrian-
oriented commercial shopping 
center, with special provisions 
protecting, in the core of that 
district, the retail environment at 
street level."

"Established to promote a 
pedestrian friendly service and 
retail shopping experience, to 
minimize negative secondary 
effects in surrounding residential 
neighborhoods, and to serve as 
an area destination for its 
restaurants and specialized 
shops."

Permitted and/or 
Special/Conditional 
Uses Beyond Traditional 
Retail

Personal service; live 
performance venue; design 
studio with retail; specialty food 
with restaurant component; work 
lounge; temp. uses/pop-up.

Financial; office; indoor 
recreation; retail service; brew 
pub.

Financial; barbershop; beauty 
salon; dry cleaning; shoe repair; 
tailor shop; photography studio.

General office and service use; 
medical and veterinary; fitness; 
bank and financial institution.

Repair shop; barber and salon; 
dry cleaner.

Office; medical clinics; financial 
services; business services.

Excluded/Restricted 
Ground Floor Uses

All uses not classified as "retail" 
or permitted as a special 
exception.

Drive-thru; alcohol production; 
cannabis dispensary; 
performance venue; banquet 
hall; convenience store.

Health club; live performance; 
indoor/outdoor recreation; 
reception/banquet hall.

Drive-thru; 
microbrewery/distillery/winery; 
massage service; non-alcoholic 
drinking establishment/venue; 
tavern and cocktail lounge.

Animal care; financial/bank; 
office.

None of note.

Additional Retail 
Requirements

Only uses that are listed as 
permitted or special within the 
“retail” category are allowed 
within the first 50 feet of the 
street lot line at grade level or on 
the ground floor of any building.

All buildings and structures 
within the D2 district shall devote 
a minimum of 75% of the 
sidewalk grade level exterior to 
retail trade activity.

General Service (Office, medical, 
fitness) are restricted from 
locating on first floor.

Some uses have special 
conditions.

Most non-retail uses are not 
permitted to locate on ground 
level if visible from public street.

Some uses have special 
conditions.



Downtown Zoning Districts - Permitted Uses on Ground Level
August-20

Oak Park Evanston Naperville Elmhurst LaGrange Forest Park
Retail
Antique Shop P S P P P P
Art Gallery P P P P P P
Auction House S P - P - -
Brewpub P P - P P S
Consignment Shop P P - P P X
Craft Brew Lounge S - - - - -
Design Studio with Retail P P P P P P
Gas Station X X X X X X
Greenhouse/Nursery X S - - P* X
Heavy Retail and Rental X X - - X X
Outdoor Dining P P P P P -
Restaurant P P P P P P
Retail Goods Establishment P P P P P P
Secondhand Goods Dealer X X - P P X
Specialty Food Service S P P P P P
Vehicle Dealership - Fully Enclosed P X X P* X X
Vehicle Dealership - With Outdoor X X X P* X X
Service
Animal Care Facility S P X P X C
Art and Fitness Studio P* S X P P^ P*
Bed and Breakfast X - X X - C
Body Modification Establishment P* X P - - P^
Business Services Center S P P P P P*
Car Wash X X X ? X X
Contractor Shop X X X ? X X
Day Care Center X S X X X X
Day Care Home X P* X X X X
Funeral Home X P X P - S
Hotel/Motel S P X X - S
Massage Services Establishment S - X X P" X
Personal Services Establishment P P P P P" P^
Reception/Banquet Facility S S X P - C
Self-Storage Facility X X X - X X
Vehicle Rental X X X - X C
Vehicle Repair - Minor X X X C X C
Vehicle Repair - Major X X X C X C
Recreational 
Health Club S P* X P S P*
Live Performance Venue P S X P S C
Social Lodge/Meeting Hall X S X P S C
Recreation, Indoor P* P* X P S P*
Recreation, Outdoor X X X C S X
Office
Financial Institution P* P P P X P
Office P* P P* P X P
Industrial Design P* P - P S P
Research and Development X P - P S P
Work Lounge P - - - - -
Medical
Hospital X X X C X X
Medical Marijuana Dispensary P S X - X P
Medical/Dental Clinic P* P P* P S P
Physical Therapy Clinic X P P* P S P
Industrial X X X X X X
Transportation X X X X X X

Oak Park: *Permitted 50 ft back from street frontage.

Evanston: *When located above ground floor.

Naperville: *Permits uses if they are "dealing directly with customers"

Elmhurst: *Permits vehicle display only - not sale.

LaGrange: *Permitted when indoors.
LaGrange: ^Fitness clubs may not exceed 3,500 sf and 30 ft frontage on ground level.
LaGrange: "Permitted as an accessory to beauty, salon, fitness.

Forest Park: *Not greater than 2,500 sf.
Forest Park: ^Proximity restriction of 500 ft.

Note: This document is intended to provide a general summary of zoning in comparable and neighboring communities.  It is OPEDC's 
interpretation and may not be comprehensive in its scope.
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