








Special Use Application- 6209 North Ave. 

Narrative 

 

 Beyond Hunger is a 47 year old hunger relief organization located within Oak Park 
but serving communities on the west side of Chicago and West Cook County.  Beyond 
Hunger’s mission is harnessing the power of communities to end hunger.  Last year we 
served nearly 70,000 folks through our community market, our drive thru, home delivery 
programs, and nutrition education classes. 

 Beyond Hunger has long overgrown our space within First United Church and has 
long needed a new home that will allow us to bring all programming “under one roof” and 
space for food storage as well as staff meeting space.  We are planning to purchase the 
building at 6209 North Ave to be our permanent home.  This space will include a large 
amount of warehouse space (up to 6,000 sq feet), a client focused community market that 
will look and feel like a grocery store, a drive thru for our online market program, storage 
and staging for our home delivery program, and a cooking classroom/kitchen for food 
demos and cooking classes as well as social services space for our benefits access 
coordinator who help the community sign up for benefits like food stamps and medical 
services. 

We expect our services to be as follows: 

-2-3 blocks of time a week a few hours at a time, we will open the community market 

 -2 blocks of time a week a few hours at time, we will utilize our drive thru which 
direct the vehicles coming for food east on North Avenue, then south on Lombard, west 
through the alley, and then north along Harvey before entering the parking lot 

 - Home Delivery Volunteers who use personal vehicles will load their cars with the 
groceries for the deliveries from the parking lot  

 -In tandem with our community market hours, we will utilize a demo kitchen for 
cooking classes and demos 

 - Delivery (by a larger truck) will only occur once or twice a week through the alley, 
stopping and unloading at the loading dock just before the alley connects to Lombard.  The 
trucks will not block the alley or Lombard.  When this space was a grocery store, deliveries 
were made in the same way at an increased cadence than what we will need. 

 - 6,000 sq feet on the main floor will be warehouse space for food storage, gleaning, 
sorting and packing 



 - 24 staff will call the space home with offices and meeting spaces  
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Special Use Approval Standards:  

6209 North Ave 

 

1) The establishment, maintenance, and operation of the proposed special use will not 
have a substantial or unduly adverse impact on the neighborhood or endanger the 
public health, safety, or welfare. 
 
By taking a building that had previously been utilized as a grocery store, we plan to 
utilize much of what already exists including a loading dock in the back of the 
building.  This is a vacant space so allowing us to come in and occupy/maintain it 
will support this standard.  We also anticipate less delivery traffic than a grocery 
store would have.  We plan to include security on the property with cameras of the 
parking lot and alleyway, etc.  We will also create a process for neighbors to meet 
with agency leadership should there arise any issues or concerns in the future.  As 
an agency, we have a long history of responsiveness to our neighbors.  Our ultimate 
goal is to provide a dignified and respectful environment for all our stakeholders and 
that includes our residential neighbors as well. 
 

2) The proposed special use is compatible with the general land use of adjacent 
properties and other property within the immediate vicinity 

We will utilize the same footprint that already exists for the building.  By utilizing the 
parking lot, we will avoid traffic back-ups on side streets and North Ave.  Staff that 
commute by personal vehicle will be able to utilize the parking lot therefore avoiding 
street parking.  By owning the building, we can tailor our distribution hours to best 
accommodate our neighbors (this is especially important during times we know we 
will see an increase in folks needing our services and will be able to open additional 
times as to disperse a larger group of people needing services).   

3)  The special use in the specific location proposed is consistent with the spirit and 
intent of this Ordinance, adopted land use policies and the Comprehensive Plan. 

As it is Oak Park’s intention to diversify and create a neighborhood that is welcoming 
to all (Objective 7.1.6. Support all programs and projects that encourage, require, or 
incent the development of housing, neighborhood services, or other outcomes that 
foster diversity, inclusion, and integration throughout Oak Park); Beyond Hunger 
serves residents of Oak Park with a vital service.  The large majority of our volunteers 
and donors live in Oak Park (Objective 11.6.2. Provide opportunities for residents to 



donate time and talents to assist others in their neighborhood.).  This space should 
be an asset to the community as whole.  Beyond Hunger has a long and 
documented history of commitment to diversity and equity initiatives including a 
Racial Equity Leadership Team that consists of staff and board members whose 
sole mission is to ensure our programming advances racial equity (a shared value 
with the Village).  Another longstanding value of Beyond Hunger is nutrition 
education and providing only the most nutrient dense food.  The majority of food we 
give out is fresh produce, whole grains, low sodium, and local.  We know this type of 
diet reduces health issues both physical and mental and allows people of any 
income to ensure they are eating the best, healthiest food available (Objective 
13.3.4. Support the development of a community greenhouse, aquaponics, and 
growing center in an existing underutilized facility that supports and trains people on 
growing and eating healthy, local food).  We see our commitment to these goals as 
increasing positive outcomes for our community. 

We also will be working with a local architect to continue to support other Oak Park 
businesses and neighbors. 

We also believe that our mission will foster social inclusion and our building will be 
a space for the community to gather with conference and meeting spaces 
(Objective 7.2.2).  While the Village is investing in ensuring all residents have access 
to healthcare, healthy food is certainly an aspect of healthcare (Objective 9.3.1 and 
Objective 9.5.1).  Finally, as Objective 11.3.1.states the Village support the roles of 
not-for-profits that help accomplish community objectives and Objective 11.3.3. to 
encourage community involvement and participation in not-for-profit organizations.  

4) The special use meets the requirements for such classification in this Ordinance. 

As this district is for commercial use, Beyond Hunger will operate as a commercial, 
community space only we will not be charging money for our services.  We are used 
to operating close to residential spaces as well in our current location (Kenilworth) 
so we will continue to be responsive, collaborative neighbors.   We also know our 
mission of harnessing the power of communities to end hunger, means that our 
work will align with the Village’s goal of promoting public health, safety and welfare. 
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