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Program Design 
Program Objectives  

• Reduce runoff to sewer system 
• Reduce residential drainage problems 

 
Applicant Selection 

• Scofflaw review 
• Applicant prioritization 

 
Eligible Measures 

• Rain gardens + Bioswales 
• Depaving + Permeable pavement 
• Cisterns + Dry wells 
• Other approved green infrastructure 

 
Program Financing 

• 50% match up to $1,300 



Program Outreach 
• Village direct email 
• Village newsletter + website 
• RainReady social media + 

website 
• Community meeting 

 
Flood Education 
• My RainReady 

 Parcel-specific data 
 Guided questionnaire 
 Flood protection tips 

Outreach + Education 



Program 
Participation 

• 23 applicants 
• 10 participants 

• 60% - 220% Oak Park AMI 
• Representative racial/ethnic 

 
• 7 installations 

• 6 Rain Gardens 
• 1 Depaving 

 
• Reasons for not completing green infrastructure 

construction: 
• 2 plan to sell home 
• 1 expensive unexpected home repair  

 

 



Investment 

LEVERAGE ACHIEVED 
1 : 1.8 

 

Average Project Cost: $3,845 

Average Grant: $1,300 

Average Private Investment: $2,345 

Total Private Investment: $26,914 



Site Assessment 
• Key Concerns 

• Seepage / Mold 
• Sustainability 
• Beautification  
 

• Homeowner Education 
• Benefits of green 

infrastructure 
• Correcting site drainage 

issues 
• Building + flood 

protection system 
maintenance 



Scope Design 



Drainage Permit Rain Garden 

Construction Verification 



Before After 

Construction Verification 



Before After 

Construction Verification 



Before After 

Construction Verification 



Program Evaluation 

SITE ASSESSMENT 

4 out of 5  
Extremely or Very Satisfied  
1 of 5 Moderately Satisfied 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
PERFORMANCE 

5 out of 6 Extremely or Very 
Satisfied 

1 out of 6 Slightly Satisfied 

“so much rain this month 
but no signs of water 

inside!”  

“Given the volume of rain 
on 10.14.17, our yard 

flooded” 



The Value of Green Infrastructure: A Guide (CNT) 

Community Benefits 



Recommendations 
• Maintain existing grant levels 
• Conduct contractor outreach  
• Create a database of GI contractors registered in Oak Park 
• Add a FAQ section on permitting requirements 
• Conduct a rain garden maintenance workshop 
• Continue to encourage participants to perform non-grant eligible flood 

mitigation improvements 
• Refer applicants experiencing sewage backup to the Sewer Backup 

Protection Grant program 
• Streamline scofflaw and grant reimbursement review periods 
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