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Village of Oak Park                                    
Department of Public Works  

Water & Sewer Division                                      
MEMORANDUM                                                

            
July 12, 2023 

To:  Rob Sproule, Public Works Director 

From:  Mike Bills, Water & Sewer Superintendent  

Cc:   Ken Crowley, Interim Assistant Public Works Director 

Re:  Emergency Spending Authority 

 
On July 11, 2023, Water & Sewer Division staff investigated a large sink hole that appeared 
on N. Taylor Avenue just north of Chicago Avenue. This sink hole is the possible result of a 
failure of an abandon sewer lateral or the sewer main on N. Taylor Ave. Due to the depth of 
the sewer main at this location (approximately 20 feet deep), special equipment is 
necessary to investigate and make the repair.  The Village does not have the necessary 
equipment or expertise to work under these conditions and requests the use of the Village’s 
emergency contractor Cerniglia Co. to complete this repair.   
 
Staff expect the cost of this repair will exceed the current 2023 not to exceed contract 
amount Cerniglia Co.  Cerniglia’s knowledge and capabilities are required for this type of 
repair and they have completed similar repairs to this same sewer pipeline in the past. A 
repair of this depth will cost approximately $22,000.00 - $30,000.00.  There are sufficient 
funds to cover the repair but the funds are not currently allocated to Cerniglia’s contract.  
Staff are requesting emergency spending authority to move forward with the repair and will 
follow-up with a Board item on July 31, 2023 to amend the agreement with Cerniglia Co. 
 
In addition, staff request emergency spending authority with National Power Rodding to 
televise this sewer in advance of excavation by Cerniglia Co. to investigate the exact cause 
of the failure and extent of needed repairs. National Power Rodding has completed 
numerous televising jobs for the Village and is available for this emergency. The approximate 
cost will range from $3,500 - $6,000.00.  There are sufficient funds in Water & Sewer 
External Support accounts# 5040-43750-781-530667 and 5040-43730-777-530667 to 
move forward with both of these projects with Village Manager Support.  Please let me know 
if you have any questions or concerns.   



From: Jackson, Kevin
To: Sproule, Robert
Cc: Bills, Michael; Logan, Vanetta
Subject: Re: N. Taylor Ave Sink Hole - Emergency Spending Authority Request - ACTION REQUESTED
Date: Thursday, July 13, 2023 11:31:14 PM

I approve. Thanks.

Sent from my iPad

On Jul 12, 2023, at 10:12 AM, Sproule, Robert <rsproule@oak-park.us> wrote:

﻿
Kevin,
 
Please review the attached Memo regarding a request for Emergency Spending
Authority related to the sink-hole on N. Taylor .  Please respond with your approval or
let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks!
 
Rob Sproule
Public Works Director
Village of Oak Park, Illinois
708-358-5700
www.oak-park.us
Public Works WORKS!
 
<Emergency Spending Authority Request - Taylor Sink Hole.pdf>
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