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Oak Park Fundamentals Learning Center
6441 W. North Ave,

Oak Park, IL

Special Use Standards:

1. The proposed building or use at the particular location requested is necessary or desirable to

provide a service or a facility that is in the intertest of the public convenience and will contribute
to the general welfare of the neighborhood or community:
We have provided childcare not only for working parents, but also for teenage mom:s struggling
to raise their children, while continuing their education, and working part time. We also
collaborated with a Safe Haven non-profit agency to provide a parent literacy program, which
helps facilitate life skills training. We offer the community back to school book bags and supplies
for those that need assistance. Great Expectations Learning Academy has provided over 20
youth jobs during the summer for the past 5 years. Each year we are able to keep 3 out of 20
youth with part-time jobs all year round. Lastly, every year we have been able to hand out
turkeys to those families that need assistance during the holiday season. We have partnered
with Secreatry Jesse White in this endeavor. Our philosophy is to create an environment where
kids can dream and be comfortable doing it.

2. The proposed building or use will not have a substantial or undue adverse effect upon adjacent

property, the character of the neighborhood, traffic conditions, utility facilities and other
matters affecting the public health, safety and general welfare:
The proposed site is currently in between a massage parlor {which will be vacated shortly) and a
dentist office. We see no adverse effects to the dental office that will remain. Also, we arev
requesting that the drop off/pick up locations be at the rear of the property in designated
pafking spots. It is our goal to avoid North Ave traffic as much as possible, this will help not only
help our clients/students but also the local community, by not putting any additional strain on
an already congested street. There is currently 11 parking spaces in the rear, which will be used
for staff and clients as needed.

3. The proposed building or use will be designed, arranged and operated so as to permit the
development and use of neighboring property in accordance with the applicable district
regulations:

Yes, the property will maintain a design that will work (see attached plans) in accordance with
all regulations and will be fully permitted by the Village of Oak Park. We have retained an
architect to ensure our compliance with any regulations/codes the Village may require.



4. The proposed building or use complies with the more specific standards and criteria established
for the particular building or use in question by Section 2.2.7 {Planned Development Procedures)
and 4.5 (Special Uses) of this Zoning Ordinance:

Yes, our architect has reviewed all Zoning Ordinances in Section 2.2.7, we meet all criteria
required to operate a day care at this site.

5. The proposed building or use has been considered in relation to the goals and objectives of the
Comprehensive Plan or the Village of Oak Park:
We have had numerous Village Departments to the site (Buildings, Fire, Health and Zoning) and
feel we meet all the objectives the Village has presented.

6. There shall be reasonable assurance that the proposed buildings or use will be completed and
maintained in a timely manner, if authorized:
Yes, the project, if approved, is projected to be complete in two and a half months. We have

retained contractors in all needed disciplines and have been assured that our time constraints
will be met.
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September 28, 2017

Mike Bruce
Zoning Administrator

Re: 6441 North Ave. Oak Park Fundamental Learning Center Traffic Review

Dear Mr. Bruce:

The Engineerlng Division has reviewed the proposed Oak Park Fundamental Learning Center at
6441 North Avenue which is going before the Zoning Board of Appeals for its parking and traffic related
impacts. While the proposed use as a day care along North Avenue does create some concerns and
challenges, the submitted drop-off and pick-up (DO/PU)} does provide reasonable accommodations to
manage these operations with minor modifications. Staff is requesting that the direction of traffic flow
through the east-west alley on the south side of the site be westbound verses the proposed eastbound
direction (see attached mark-ups of the submitted documents). This is being requested so that
proposed DO/PU avoids vehicles staging adjacent to the Wonder Works.

Should the applicant revise their proposed DO/PU procedures to accommodate this request the
Engineering Division approves of the use of the site at 6441 North Avenue for the proposed Oak Park

Fundamental Learning Center. Should you have any questions or concerns please contact me at the
number below.

Sincerely,

Bill McKenna, PE
Village Engineer
708-358-5722
mckenna@oak-park.us



9/27/2017

From: Great Expectations Learning Academy

To: Oak Park Zoning Board of Appeals

Re: Special Use Permit for 6441 W. North Ave:

Pick-up/drop-off procedures

Staff to be assigned to Pick-up/drop-off area(s):
There will be a minimum of 2 staff assigned to the designated parking spots at the rear of the
property {off alley). These parking spots will be clearly marked with “Parent/Guardian Pick-

up/Drop-off Signage”. Assigned staff will be proactive in expediting and assisting the safe
passage of all children.

Staff will disburse Pick-up/drop-off protocol to all parents/guardians:

Parents will receive a written notice of Pick-up/drop-off procedures upon enroliment. Staff will
continually monitor traffic flow and advise to any changes or adjustments that may need to be
made to maintain the safety of both children and surrounding neighbors. Staff will be positioned
at rear door (glass door which will help with visibility) and assist with entry/exit of all children to
their designated vehicle. This will ensure the direct entry to the facility and allow for a routine
that the children can become accustomed to.

Hours of operation:

The daycare will be open from 8am — 6pm. Staff will be on-site at 7:30am, this will allow them to

properly prepare for the day and cut down on any potential traffic back-up due to waiting on
staff.

However, the majority of our clients do typically come from lower income households and we
anticipate public transportation to be utilized. This makes North Ave ideal for us, as it gives our
clients a major thoroughfare for public transportation,

Approximate number of children being dropped off;

Our age range is infant to toddler. All parents/guardians will be advised to use Roselle Ave
(south), then head (west) down alley and park in one of the available assigned parking spaces.
After drop-off/pick-up is complete, the parent will then continue (west) down alley and head

{north) on Elmwood Ave. This will exit them onto North Ave and from there they can choose to
head (east or (west).

Infants will be carried in by either parent or staff, and we anticipate the time to be between 5-7
minutes (possibly more-depending on weather or other unforeseen circumstances). Toddlers



will take between 4-5 minutes and will be able to walk directly into the facility with the
assistance of staff or parent/guardian. Parking will be a maximum of 10 minutes. There will be 8
spaces available for use plus an additional 3 spaces for staff.

Unfortunately, due to different work/school schedules, we cannot predict the actual hours of
pick/up-drop-off. We anticipate the majority of pick-up/drop-offs to be in the morning but this
can change and will have to adjust accordingly.

North Ave pick-up/drop-off:

We have looked into applying for designated pick-up/drop-off areas on North Ave, but safety is
of the utmost importance and feel the rear of the property will be a safer option and will have
the least impact on our surrounding neighbors.

Furthermore, the parking spaces in the rear of the property sit an additional 5’ of the common
alley way. This will help keep vehicles from blocking the alley and ensure limited alley traffic.

Traffic/parking protocol:

All vehicles must comply with all rules and regulations set forth by the facility. An assigned staff
member will be assigned to the rear of the property and will direct vehicles to available open
spaces. This will help traffic flow and ensure the timely flow of children into and out of the
property.

Parents will be informed of all procedures and rules. Signage will be ciear and concise.



Greater Expectations Learning Academy

Pick-up/Drop-off Procedures

Please advise anyone picking-up or dropping-off your child on the following
procedures.

Pick-up/Drop-off procedures:

1.

»ow

0o NoO W

Vehicles must use Rossell Ave to enter the alley that leads to the rear of the
property.

Vehicles must use the rear entry to enter facility and park in assigned space
(attendant will advise to open/available space)

Please avoid blocking alley or impeding the flow of traffic.

if traffic does back-up please remain in your vehicle and allow a staff
member to assist your child into the facility.

Please refrain from cellphone use at all times while in alleyway.

Please only park in assigned spaces.

Never leave your vehicle unattended.

Never send you child into facility unattended.

Vehicles are required to take Roselle Ave south then head West to alley
behind facility.

10.All vehicles must continue West in alley upon existing parking space.
11.Please be courtesy to all neighbors.

The aforementioned procedures are for the safety of both children and parents.
We ask that you respect our neighbors and adhere to all procedures to the best of
your ability. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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