
1200 Block of North East Avenue 

July 25, 2015 – Cul-de-sac petition for the 1200 block of North East Ave received by the Village. 
Concerns/reasons for the petition:  volume and speed of traffic as well as cut-thru traffic on the 
block, North Ave business patrons parking on the block, non-residential feel of the block due to 
littering and loitering of non-residents. 

September 21, 2015 – VBOT adopted ordinance on temporary one year moratorium on receiving 
and processing of cul-de-sac and traffic diverter petitions.  

November 17, 2015 – traffic study data collected for 1200 North East Ave and neighboring 
blocks.  Data collection was delayed due to 1) waiting for the school year to begin and 2) 
construction and utility work in the area. 

January 2016 – item placed on hold until Traffic Calming Toolbox is developed. 

June 14 & 15, 2016 – traffic study data collected on the 1200 block of North Euclid Ave and 
neighboring blocks for pre-US Bank construction to obtain a before snapshot of traffic patterns in 
the area. 

November 2016 – after numerous contact with the Village about the status of the Traffic Calming 
Toolbox (approximately every 1-2 months), residents requested the petition be submitted as a 
petition for a traffic calming device.  Staff agreed to include the petition for a traffic calming 
device on the November 28, 2016 meeting. 

November 28, 2016 – Transportation Commission reviewed the item and made the following 
recommendations:  1 – install bump-outs at the alley, 2 – install a speed table mid-block, 3 – 
complete a 6 month study after the installation of the temporary traffic calming devices, 1200 
block of Linden to be included in the study, 4 – do speed counts in the alleys adjacent to the 
1200 block of North East Ave.  Staff recommended the test implementation of either a mid-block 
pinch-point (choker) or bump-outs.  [Subsequent to the meeting, staff determined the installation 
of a mid-block speed table would cause significant negative impacts to Village operations.  Thus it 
was not submitted to the Village Board but brought back to the Commission for another review 
and recommendation.] 

April 24, 2017 – Transportation Commission reviewed traffic calming petitions for 1200 block of 
North East Ave and Linden Ave (1200 block of Linden Ave submitted petition on January 30, 
2017) and made the following recommendations:  1 – support staff recommendation for bump-
outs on the 1200 blocks of North East Ave and Linden Ave, 2 – increased police enforcement, 3 
– look at parking on North Avenue and effectiveness of parking meters on North Avenue and 
North East Ave parking enforcement, 4 – conduct follow-up traffic studies on the 1200 blocks of 
North East Ave, Columbian Ave, Linden Ave, and North Euclid Ave.  Staff recommended installing 
bump-outs at the east-west alley south of North Avenue for the 1200 blocks of North East Ave 
and Linden Ave. 

May 25, 2017 – traffic study data collected on the 1200 block of North East Ave and neighboring 
blocks for the after snapshot of traffic patterns in the area (post-US Bank construction).  At the 
same time, a peak hour movement study to determine the amount of bypass traffic from Oak 
Park Ave onto Euclid Ave via LeMoyne Parkway was conducted. 

August 21, 2017 – Transportation Commission reviewed traffic calming petitions for 1200 
Columbian Ave and North Euclid Ave.  The Commission made the recommendation to install 
speed bumps or tables on the 1200 blocks of Columbian Ave, North Euclid Ave, Linden Ave and 
North East Ave.  Staff recommended the installation of mid-block pinch-points (chokers) on the 
1200 blocks of Columbian Ave and North Euclid Ave.
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1200 Block of Linden Avenue 

January 30, 2017 – Traffic calming petition for the 1200 block of Linden Ave received by the 
Village. Concerns/reasons for the petition: safety concerns due to speeding traffic on the block, 
Linden Ave is one of two streets that have open access to North Avenue which causes cars to 
divert to Linden Ave for easier passage. 

April 24, 2017 – Transportation Commission reviewed traffic calming petitions for 1200 block of 
North East Ave and Linden Ave and made the following recommendations:  1 – support staff 
recommendation for bump-outs on the 1200 blocks of North East Ave and Linden Ave, 2 – 
increased police enforcement, 3 – look at parking on North Avenue and effectiveness of parking 
meters on North Avenue and North East Ave parking enforcement, 4 – conduct follow-up traffic 
studies on the 1200 blocks of North East Ave, Columbian Ave, Linden Ave, and North Euclid Ave.  
Staff recommended installing bump-outs at the east-west alley south of North Avenue for the 
1200 blocks of North East Ave and Linden Ave. 

May 25, 2017 – traffic study data collected on the 1200 block of North East Ave and neighboring 
blocks for the after snapshot of traffic patterns in the area (post-US Bank construction).  At the 
same time, a peak hour movement study to determine the amount of bypass traffic from Oak 
Park Ave onto Euclid Ave via LeMoyne Parkway was conducted. 

August 21, 2017 – Transportation Commission reviewed traffic calming petitions for 1200 
Columbian Ave and North Euclid Ave.  The Commission made the recommendation to install 
speed bumps or tables on the 1200 blocks of Columbian Ave, North Euclid Ave, Linden Ave and 
North East Ave.  Staff recommended the installation of mid-block pinch-points (chokers) on the 
1200 blocks of Columbian Ave and North Euclid Ave. 
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1200 Block of Columbian Avenue 

May 5, 2017 – Traffic calming petition for the 1200 block of Columbian Ave received by the 
Village. Concerns/reasons for the petition: vehicles traveling on block at excessive speeds, 
inordinately high volumes of traffic on the block, impacts on general quality of life. 

May 25, 2017 – traffic study data collected on the 1200 block of North East Ave and neighboring 
blocks for the after snapshot of traffic patterns in the area (post-US Bank construction).  At the 
same time, a peak hour movement study to determine the amount of bypass traffic from Oak 
Park Ave onto Euclid Ave via LeMoyne Parkway was conducted. 

August 21, 2017 – Transportation Commission reviewed traffic calming petitions for 1200 
Columbian Ave and North Euclid Ave.  The Commission made the recommendation to install 
speed bumps or tables on the 1200 blocks of Columbian Ave, North Euclid Ave, Linden Ave and 
North East Ave.  Staff recommended the installation of mid-block pinch-points (chokers) on the 
1200 blocks of Columbian Ave and North Euclid Ave. 

 
 
 

Attachment A Page 3 of 18



1200 Block of North Euclid Avenue 

June 1, 2016 – initial contact to Engineering Division was request for cul-de-sac by residents as a 
result of US Bank reconstruction of branch located at 6011 North Ave (ZBA item).  Residents 
provided staff with attachments sent to VBOT in May 2016.  Concern about large volume on 
traffic on block, speeding vehicles, lack of parking on block, safety concerns about suspicious 
activities related to US Bank property and the ZBA Board recommendation for wider driveway 
access onto Euclid Ave, will increase the size and operations of branch (drive-thru only to full 
service branch), thus more traffic on their block. 

June 8, 2016 – (after US Bank item tabled by VBOT on June 6, 2016) – staff met with residents 
to discuss concerns. Issues discussed:  traffic is a serious issue, parking problem, non-banking 
activity in US Bank parking lot (see meeting summary email chain dated June 13, 2016 for 
detail).  Residents repeated need for cul-de-sac to address issues.  Staff mentioned moratorium 
but would collect traffic data as soon as possible to document traffic prior to the US Bank 
construction.  [Subsequently Village staff met with US Bank; and the Bank agreed to eliminate 
the driveway on Euclid Ave from their design.] 

June 14 & 15, 2016 – traffic study data collected on the 1200 block of North Euclid Ave and 
neighboring blocks for pre-US Bank construction to obtain the BEFORE snapshot of traffic 
patterns in the area. 

April 2017 – concerned residents of the block contacted the Village after receiving notification 
letter that the traffic calming petitions for the 1200 blocks of North East and Linden Avenues 
were to be reviewed by the Transportation Commission at its meeting later in the month.  Village 
staff stated construction was still not complete at the US Bank site so any traffic study completed 
at that time may not capture the effects of the changes to the US Bank layout and operations. 

May 25, 2017 – traffic study data collected on the 1200 block of North East Ave and neighboring 
blocks for the AFTER snapshot of traffic patterns in the area (post-US Bank construction).  At the 
same time, a peak hour movement study to determine the amount of bypass traffic from Oak 
Park Ave onto Euclid Ave via LeMoyne Parkway was conducted. 

July 7, 2017 - Traffic calming petition for the 1200 block of North Euclid Ave received by the 
Village. Concerns/reasons for the petition:  speeding vehicles, AM and PM rush hour traffic backs 
up on northbound Oak Park Avenue, drivers wishing to go eastbound on North Avenue turn off 
Oak Park Avenue and onto Euclid/Linden/Columbian to avoid the Oak Park Avenue/North 
Avenue traffic signal and related queue, and apps such as Waze and Google Maps have made 
the bypass problem worse 

August 21, 2017 – Transportation Commission reviewed traffic calming petitions for 1200 
Columbian Ave and North Euclid Ave.  The Commission made the recommendation to install 
speed bumps or tables on the 1200 blocks of Columbian Ave, North Euclid Ave, Linden Ave and 
North East Ave.  Staff recommended the installation of mid-block pinch-points (chokers) on the 
1200 blocks of Columbian Ave and North Euclid Ave. 
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To:  Village of Oak Park Transportation Committee 
  Village of Oak Park, Engineering Division 
From:  Jonathan and Rebecca Beasley, 1212 N. East Avenue  
  Residents at 1200, 1201, 1204, 1205, 1208, 1209, 1212, 1219, 1224,  
  1227, 1228, 1231, 1234 and 1235 N. East Avenue 
Date:  July 25, 2015 
RE:  Cul-de-sac Petition 

Overview  
The residents of the 1200 block of N. East Avenue request that the Village of Oak Park 
and Transportation Committee consider the installation of a cul-de-sac.  The residents 
have discussed and considered multiple approaches to mitigate safety and residential / 
commercial use concerns. We are confident the Village will help facilitate a solution for 
residents that will result in increased safety and community feel. 

Current State 
• Traffic diverters and cul-de-sacs are now installed on the 1200 block of every street 

between East Avenue and Ridgeland Avenue.  
• A traffic signal is installed at the intersection of Columbian Avenue and North Avenue.   
• As per the “Envision Oak Park Plan,” adopted September 2014, the 1200 block of N. 

East Avenue is identified as and serves as the only collector street for North Avenue.  

Resident Issues and Concerns 
• Safety 

• East Avenue serves as a thoroughfare for traffic both within Oak Park and coming 
from North Avenue. Many cars utilize East Avenue to bypass North Avenue traffic 
congestion and avoid the traffic signals at the intersection of Columbian Avenue and 
North Avenue. These cars are often traveling at high speeds.  East Avenue is a 
neighborhood street, home to 18 children, and should not serve as a cut-through 
street for North Avenue. 

• Cars also leverage the east / west alley between East Avenue and North Avenue as 
a cut-through alley. Cars often speed through the alley at high speeds. This contin-
ues to be a safety concern as block residents have almost been hit by cars speeding 
through the alley.  Residents have reported this activity to the Oak Park Police De-
partment. While children are instructed to not ride bikes and scooters into the alley 
way, cars have in fact veered onto the sidewalk as evidenced by the shrub damage 
(Exhibit 6). 

• N. East Avenue is now the nearest through street to Ridgeland between Oak Park 
Avenue and Ridgeland Avenue. Drivers use East Avenue as a short-cut from Divi-
sion to North Avenue, especially for those traveling north on Narragansett.  A cul-de-
sac is installed at the 1200 block of Fair Oaks Avenue. Elmwood is blocked by Taylor 
Park and the jog at Berkshire and the diverter to slow/divert drivers; however, on 
East Avenue, drivers can turn off Division and simply have two stop signs to access 

Attachment A Page 7 of 18



North Avenue.  Drivers use East Avenue to avoid traffic on Oak Park Avenue and 
Ridgeland. 

• There are 4 (four) homes with driveways on the east side of East Avenue (in the 
1200 block). Often North Avenue business patrons parked on the west side of East 
Avenue leverage these driveways to turn around to head north back to North Av-
enue.  This is a major safety concern as 9 (nine) children under the age of 10 live in 
these four homes (Exhibit 1). 

• North Avenue business patrons park in front of driveways and on occasion in front of 
the block fire hydrant (Exhibits 2 and 3). This is a major safety concern. Residents 
have called the police when this is witnessed but cannot be expected to monitor and 
patrol these types of safety concerns.  

• Residential / Commercial Use 
• Many North Avenue patrons prefer to park on East Avenue although there is ample 

parking on North Avenue.  This preference could be to avoid paying for parking.  The 
1200 block of North East Avenue should not serve as a parking lot for North Avenue 
businesses (Exhibit 4). 

• An influx of late night commercial patron parking has occurred due to EXP Gaming, 
6549 North Avenue, Oak Park.  This business is promoted as a gaming, social club 
and lounge and operates until 12 a.m. on Tuesday and 1 a.m. on Wednesday, Friday 
and Saturday (Exhibit 5). Restaurants with bars on Lake Street do not operate this 
late.  The late night hours are a nuisance during the week.  Young adults hang out in 
the alley on a regular basis to smoke and socialize. The proximity of this activity to 
residents homes is bothersome due to loud noise late into the evening / early morn-
ing.  Additionally, this has also contributed to extra garbage (wrappers, plastic bot-
tles, cigarette butts) found most mornings. 

• Additionally, personal property has been damaged at 1234 N. East Avenue, as 
shrubs have been destroyed by cars turning east into the alley at high rates of speed 
(Exhibit 6). 

• Many patrons of the health care clinic on North Avenue have caregivers who park on 
East Avenue and sit in the car for long periods of time waiting for the patron to return 
from the clinic.  The residential feel of the block is diminished when North Avenue 
patron cars are parked on the block with individuals sitting in the car for long periods 
of time. Additionally, with the increase of home and garage burglaries, this practice 
increases the uneasiness and concern of the block residents. There have been sev-
eral attempted and successful burglaries on the block within the last 12 months. 

• The excess of nonresident-parked cars increases the presence of litter and garbage 
both on the parkway and on the street. The residents are left to pick up garbage al-
most daily. 

Resident Questions 
• Was a traffic study conducted on East Avenue after the installation of the traffic divert-

ers on Elmwood and Rossell?  If so, the residents of the block would like to review the 
post-traffic study. 
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• Why are the 1200 and 1100 blocks of North Avenue designated as collector streets?  
The 1200 block of N. East Avenue serves as the only collector street for North Av-
enue. The 1200 block of N. East Avenue should not be designated as a collector 
street as there only residential homes.  Unlike Columbian Avenue, there are no 
churches, schools or parks or commercial areas on N. East Avenue until OPRF High 
School (10 blocks to the south). OPRF High School commuters do not leverage the 
1200 block of N. East Avenue to commute to the high school as only Oak Park resi-
dents may attend the high school. Additionally, East Avenue does not accommodate a 
bus transit route. 

Summary  
In summary, the residents of the 1200 block of N. East Avenue request the Village of 
Oak Park and Transportation Committee initiate the study required to determine the via-
bility of the installation of a cul-de-sac to solve for safety and excessive commercial uti-
lization of the block. 

As per the 2014 “Envision Oak Park Plan,” one of the objectives is to modernize traffic 
lights to reduce cut-through traffic on residential streets.  The 1200 block of N. East Av-
enue is severely impacted by this issue and requires a remedy.  Additionally, the 
overuse of the block by North Avenue commercial patrons impacts the community char-
acter and feel of the block. 
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