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HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION – STAFF REPORT   
 

Address:  640-644 Madison St 
Meeting Date:  February 14, 2019 
Property Owner:  Steve Foley Cadillac 
Construction Date:  1924/1927 
Zoning:  MS: Madison Street 
Project Description: Landmark consideration hearing 
 

    
 

Historic Preservation Ordinance 
 
In accordance with the Oak Park Historic Preservation Ordinance, a public hearing will be held 
by the Historic Preservation Commission to take testimony regarding the designation of 640-
644 Madison St (Hill Motor Sales Company Building, 1924/1927) as an Oak Park Historic 
Landmark. 
 
The property owners and owners of record within 250 feet of the home were notified of the 
hearing date, time and location. The Commission made a preliminary determination of 
eligibility at its January 10, 2019 meeting, agreeing that the nominated building meets the 
following criteria for Landmark designation: 
 

1. Significance as an example of the architectural, cultural, economic, historic or social 
development or heritage of the Village of Oak Park, the State, or the United States 
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3. Identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the 
architectural, cultural, economic, historic or social heritage, or other aspect, of the 
Village of Oak Park, the State, or the United States 

5. Embodiment of those distinguishing characteristics of a significant architectural type, or 
style, or engineering specimen 

6. Identification as the work of a builder, designer, architect, craftsperson, engineer or 
landscape architect whose individual work is significant in the development of the 
Village of Oak Park, the State, or the United States 

 
In addition, the property is at least 50 years old and has sufficient integrity of location, design, 
materials, and workmanship to make it worthy of preservation. 
 
Landmark Nomination Process 
 
Within 45 days of the hearing, if such a determination is made by the Commission, a resolution 
and report recommending designation shall be delivered to the nominator, the Village Board, 
the Village Clerk, the Code Administration Department, and the owner(s) of record. The 
resolution shall require an affirmative vote of a majority of the full Commission to recommend 
designation to the Village Board. Within 30 days after receiving the resolution and report, the 
Village Board shall either designate the historic landmark or reject the nomination by simple 
majority vote of the full Board. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends approval of the nomination as the findings of fact and recommends 
forwarding a resolution and the findings of fact to the Village Board for approval. 
 
 
Attachments 
 

- Owner Statement of Position 
- Historic Preservation Commission Memo from 1/3/19 
- Historic Landmark nomination form 
- Historic Landmark nomination report and supplementary materials 
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  123 MADISON STREET, OAK PARK, ILLINOIS  60302 
 
 
Date: January 3, 2019 
 
To: Historic Preservation Commission 
 
From: Susie Trexler, Urban Planner/Historic Preservation 
 
Copy: Paul Stephanides, Village Attorney 
 Tammie Grossman, Director, Development Customer Services 
 Craig Failor, Village Planner 
 Greg Smith, Klein, Thorpe & Jenkins 
 
Re: 644 Madison Street and the Historic Preservation Commission  
              
 
Per the request of the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) at the December 13, 2018 
meeting, a summarized history of 644 Madison St, including its status in the Oak Park Landmark 
process, is provided below. 
 
Summary 
 
The Foley Rice Cadillac property located at 644 Madison Street (also known as the Hill Motor 
Sales Company) was previously nominated to be an Oak Park Landmark in 2007. The HPC 
agreed to defer consideration of Landmark eligibility at the property owner’s request. The 
Deferral time period was continued until September 2018. The 2007 nomination is no longer 
valid due to established time requirements within the Historic Preservation Ordinance, which 
state a preliminary determination of eligibility must occur within 15 days of nomination and that 
a public hearing must occur within 45 days of determination.  
 
A new nomination was submitted by Oak Park residents Frank Lipo and Frank Heitzman to 
Village staff on December 28, 2018. As per the Oak Park Historic Preservation Ordinance (7-9-6 
[B-1]), the Historic Preservation Commission will be required to make a preliminary 
determination of eligibility at the next regularly scheduled meeting, which will occur on January 
10, 2019. 
 
History of 644 Madison St and the HPC 
 
The Foley Rice Cadillac property located at 644 Madison Street was first identified as a potential 
Oak Park Historic Landmark in the Madison Street Architectural Survey conducted in 2006 in 
conjunction with the Madison Street Corridor Plan. It was also identified as potentially eligible 
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) at that time. The building was 
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built in 1924 and is significant for its historic association with the Motor Row on Madison, as an 
example of an early 20th century automobile showroom in the Spanish Colonial Revival style, 
and for its design by prolific local architects E. E. Roberts and Elmer Roberts. The building was 
listed on the Landmarks Illinois 2007 Chicagoland Watch List as a potentially threatened historic 
resource. 
 
The Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) began discussions on the building at their August 
9, 2007 Historic Preservation Commission meeting, which the property owner and the Fenwick 
Foundation attorney attended. At the time, the Fenwick Foundation had a contract to purchase 
the property. Fenwick intended to find a retail-oriented developer and retain the parking. They 
expressed they did not intend to demolish the building. Village Manager Barwin provided 
direction to the HPC to begin the Landmark designation process for the building in 2007. A 
Landmark nomination was submitted to the HPC on November 8, 2007. Also on November 8, 
2007, the HPC responded to a request from the property owner to delay the designation process 
in order to facilitate the sale of the building, with the understanding that the HPC would move 
forward with historic designation on a future date and the existing owners would not undertake 
any demolition or modifications of the property that the Village would otherwise seek to 
preserve. The HPC agreed to table its consideration of the Landmark nomination report for a 
period of 60 days beginning November 8. This moratorium was continued at various intervals 
(60 days, 180 days, and 1 year) until it expired on September 30, 2018. As of December 20, 
2018, a request has not been made to continue it.  
 
In 2010, the HPC held a meeting between the Village staff, HPC, property owner, the realtors for 
the property, Oak Park Development Corporation and potentially others, to discuss the marketing 
strategy and available incentives to assist in the sale and re-use of the building. In 2010, Village 
staff provided details on preservation tax incentives to several prospective buyers. In 2011, an 
ALDI grocery store was proposed for the site. The ARC reviewed the plans and provided 
recommendations. ALDI’s proposal retained the full south elevation facing Madison Street and 
half of the east elevation facing Wesley Avenue. They proposed demolishing the north half of 
the east wall due to deterioration and planned to rebuild it in brick to match the original height 
but without any door or window openings. They proposed to demolish the roof, the interior, and 
the north and west walls, and planned to construct a new, smaller building behind the two 
remaining facades. In 2012, the ALDI grocery store withdrew their proposal. 
 
The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) was contacted on November 30, 2018, by Oak 
Park citizen and former Historic Preservation Commission member Frank Heitzman. Heitzman 
requested a formal review of eligibility. The SHPO reviewed the property and in a December 5, 
2018, letter determined that it is eligible for the NRHP under Criterion A for commercial history 
at a local level of significance. The period of significance was identified as 1924 to 1972, 
beginning with its construction and ending when the last auto dealership left the building. The 
SHPO stated that the building may also be eligible under Criterion C for architecture but more 
information would be needed to make that determination. 
 
Please contact Susie Trexler at (708) 358-5443 or strexler@oak-park.us if you have any 
questions. 

mailto:strexler@oak-park.us
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