
 
500 North Euclid Ave Traffic Calming Background and Analysis 

 
Background 
Village staff received a petition from the 500 block of North Euclid Avenues for a traffic calming 
device.  The Village conducted crash analysis and traffic studies for the petitioning and adjacent 
blocks.  The Transportation Commission voted unanimously (7-0) at its August 26, 2019 meeting 
to recommend:  1) install a pinch point on the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue.  However, if a 
sufficient number of the block’s residents approve the installation of brick street pavers and 
agree to pay the added cost, then the Transportation Commission recommends installation of 
brick street pavers; 2) install a temporary pinch point in order to evaluate its effectiveness; and 
3) request increased police enforcement on the 500 and 600 blocks of North Euclid Avenue 
during peak traffic hours.   
 
Village Staff supports the Transportation Commission’s recommendation.  Pending Board 
concurrence, staff will install a temporary pinch point on the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue 
to reduce the width of the driving lanes to slow traffic using delineator posts since it is too late 
in the year to design and install the permanent version.  The permanent pinch points (also 
referred to as chokers) include new curbs and grass parkways and would then be installed as 
part of the 2020 local street resurfacing project next summer.  Based on the Traffic Calming 
Toolbox, traffic chokers are paid for by the Village.   
 
A detailed background for the petition process and traffic analysis is below.   

 
Petition Submittal for the 500 Block of North Euclid Avenue 

On July 26, 2019, the Village of Oak Park received a petition to install a traffic calming device on 
the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue.  Residents representing 56.29% of the street frontage on 
the petitioning block signed the petition.  The petition was certified as a valid petition.   This 
petition was prompted by notification that the traffic calming petition submitted by the 600 
block of North Euclid Avenue would be reviewed by the Transportation Commission at its June 
24, 2019 meeting.  [Due to a lack of quorum, the June 24th meeting was cancelled and the 
traffic calming petition for the 600 block of North Euclid Avenue was eventually reviewed by 
the Commission at its July 22, 2019 meeting.] 
 
Reasons provided for this petition include:  number of families on the block with children, the 
dramatic increase in vehicles speeding from the 400 block of North Euclid Avenue across 
Chicago Avenue to the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue often without regard for safety; many 
of which are trying to avoid the traffic signal at Chicago Avenue and Oak Park Avenue.  See 
Attachment A for a copy of this petition and accompanying letter of explanation. 
 
See Attachment B for written public testimony received by the Village of Oak Park.  Only one 
email was received for this particular petition.  However staff has included written public 
testimony from the traffic calming petition for the 600 block of North Euclid Avenue since many 



of the emails include comments about the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue as well.  [Note:  
Two emails regarding this petition were received at the end of August.  They are included in the 
following synopsis.]  There are 9 emails in support of the petition, 3 emails opposed to the 
petition, and 2 emails that are neutral to the petition but comment on other issues that should 
be addressed.      
 
A directional twenty-four hour traffic volume and speed study was conducted on Thursday, 
May 23, 2019 for the 600 blocks of North Euclid, Linden, and Fair Oaks Avenues and the 500 
block of North Euclid Avenue.  The results were analyzed and then summarized (see 
Attachment E).  Staff also reviewed the crash history of the intersections on each end of both 
blocks and generated a collision diagram based on the results (see Attachment F). 
 
The petition was reviewed by the Transportation Commission at its August 26, 2019 meeting. 
Staff gave a presentation on the issue including:  background on the petition, analysis of the 
collected traffic data and collision diagram.  Area residents provided public testimony on the 
item.   
 
Some residents of the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue were at the June 24, 2019 and July 22, 
2019 Transportation Commission meetings.  Not only did they comment they would be 
submitting a traffic calming petition for their block but also voiced an interest in exploring brick 
pavers for their block as a traffic calming measure.  The residents are aware they would have to 
pay for the installation of the brick pavers via a Special Service Area (SSA) tax.  Staff had 
provided some information related to the brick pavers and the SSA process.  On August 21st, the 
Village Engineer met with interested residents from the 500 and 600 blocks of North Euclid 
Avenue to discuss the process and details of the SSA and brick streets. 
 
After hearing Staff’s presentation and public testimony, the Transportation Commission 
deliberated on the item.  The relevant pages of the approved minutes for the August 26, 2019 
Transportation Commission meeting are included as Attachment G. 
 
At its August 26, 2019 meeting, the Transportation Commission voted unanimously (7-0) to 
recommend:  1) install a pinch point on the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue.  However, if a 
sufficient number of the block’s residents approve the installation of brick street pavers and 
agree to pay the added cost, then the Transportation Commission recommends installation of 
brick street pavers; 2) install a temporary pinch point in order to evaluate its effectiveness; and 
3) request increased police enforcement on the 500 and 600 blocks of North Euclid Avenue 
during peak traffic hours. 
 
ANALYSIS SECTION 
 

Geometry of the Petitioning Blocks and Neighborhood Context (Attachments C & D) 
Attachment C includes digital aerial photographs of the 500 block of North Euclid 
Avenue and neighboring area.  The petitioning block is one block to the east of Oak Park 
Avenue, just north of Chicago Avenue and one block south of Augusta Street. 



 
Attachment D displays the traffic control devices on Iowa Street between Oak Park 
Avenue and Ridgeland Avenue as well as the other following east-west streets:  Chicago 
Avenue and Augusta Street.  There are north-south STOP signs on each end of the 500 
block of North Euclid Avenue. 

 
Traffic Study – Volume and Speed (Attachment E) 
 
Reviewing the 24-hour volumes for the four blocks studied (Attachment E), the two-way 
average daily traffic (ADT) ranged from a low of 774 vehicles (600 block of Fair Oaks 
Avenue) to a high of 975 vehicles (600 block of Linden Avenue).  The volumes for all 
blocks in this study are within or below the 800 to 1,200 vehicle range for typical daily 
volume on residential streets in the Village of Oak Park.   
 
Note:  data collection was also attempted on the 600 block of North East Avenue.  On 
the first attempt, the detection equipment was found detached from the data collection 
box.  Staff thought the equipment might have accidently become separated.  In a 
successive attempt, again detection equipment was disconnected from the data 
collection box and the nails used to keep the equipment in place were removed.  As a 
result, data was not collected on the 600 block of North East Avenue. 
 
Regarding vehicular speeds, it is an accepted traffic engineering practice to set the 
speed limit to the 5 mile per hour (mph) increment above or below the 85th percentile 
speed.  Village Staff holds the opinion that the majority of drivers will drive at or near 
the posted speed limit.  In addition, it is an accepted fact that the speed indicated on 
speedometers can vary up to 2 percent above or below the actual speed of the vehicle. 

 
By definition, the 85th percentile speed is the speed at which 85 percent of the vehicles 
are traveling at or less than.  Conversely, 15 percent of the vehicles will be traveling 
faster than the 85th percentile speed.  It has already been stated that speed limits are 
typically set to the 5 mph increment above or below the 85th percentile speed.  This 
implies that it is expected that approximately 15 percent of vehicles will be traveling 
faster than the speed limit, if the speed limit is in the 5 mph increment below the 85th 
percentile speed. 
 
From this traffic study, the 85th percentile speed for the northbound traffic, 
southbound traffic and bi-directional traffic for the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue 
was 28 mph.  On this block, the percentage of vehicles exceeding the posted speed limit 
above is 37.5% for northbound traffic, 31.5% for southbound traffic, and 35.4% for the 
bi-directional traffic) which is above the expected 15% of traffic.   
 
Based on the collected data, it appears there may be a speeding issue on the 500 block 
of North Euclid Avenue. 
 



 
Crash History – Collision Diagrams (Attachment F) 
 
Next, thirty-six months of vehicle crash reports covering the period of January 2016 
through December 2018 were reviewed for the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue.  
Please see Attachment F for the collision diagrams.   
 
For the thirty-six months ended December 31, 2018, the number of reported crashes 
that occurred at the Euclid Avenue and Iowa Street intersection totaled one.  It was a 
right angle collision in 2018.  The average daily traffic for the intersection as determined 
as part of the Village’s 1998 area-wide traffic study was 1,497 vehicles.  From this data, 
the 2018 crash rate for the Euclid Avenue and Iowa Street intersection is calculated to 
be 0.610 accidents per million entering vehicles (Acc/MEV).   
 
The intersection crash rate is compared to the critical crash rate for the particular 
section of the Village’s area-wide traffic study.  For the north middle section of the area-
wide traffic study (North Boulevard up to but not including Augusta Street and Harlem 
Avenue to Austin Boulevard), the critical crash rate is 0.860 Acc/MEV.  If an actual 
accident rate exceeds the critical crash rate then it is highly probable that the accidents 
were caused by factors other than chance. 
 
The 2018 crash rate for the intersection (0.610 Acc/MEV) is lower than the critical crash 
rate for this section of the area-wide traffic study (0.860 Acc/MEV). 
 
For the thirty-six months ended December 31, 2018, the number of reported crashes 
that occurred at the Euclid Avenue and Chicago Avenue intersection totaled ten.  Six of 
the ten crashes were westbound rear end collisions.  Another crash involved a 
southbound vehicle hitting a parked vehicle and an eighth crash involved a vehicle 
crossing the centerline striking a light pole, then a street sign and fleeing the scene.  The 
average daily traffic for the intersection as determined as part of the Village’s 1998 
area-wide traffic study was 18,194 vehicles.  From this data, the 2018 crash rate for the 
Euclid Avenue and Augusta Street intersection is calculated to be 0.502 Acc/MEV.   
 
The 2018 crash rate for the intersection (0.502 Acc/MEV) is again lower than the critical 
crash rate for this section of the area-wide traffic study (0.860 Acc/MEV). 
 
In conclusion, there does not appear to be an issue with vehicle crashes on the 500 
block of North Euclid Avenue.  

 
Based on the studies conducted by the Village, it appears there is a minor speeding issue on the 
500 block of North Euclid Avenue.  Village staff recommends the implementation of a mid-block 
pinch point (choker) on the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue to calm traffic on the block.  [This 
is consistent with staff’s recommendation for the 600 block of North Euclid Avenue.] 
 



Staff suggests whatever treatment(s) recommended and ultimately approved should be the 
same for both the 500 and 600 blocks of North Euclid Avenue, if at all possible, so as to provide 
consistency of maintenance and esthetics along this stretch of Euclid Avenue. 
 
Citizen Advisory Commission Action  
The Transportation Commission recommended the following at its August 26, 2019 meeting: 
 
1. Install a pinch point on the 500 block of North Euclid Avenue.  However, if a sufficient 

number of the block’s residents approve installation of brick street pavers and agree to pay 
the added cost, then the Transportation Commission recommends installation of brick 
street pavers;  

2. Install a temporary pinch point in order to evaluate its effectiveness; 
3. Request increased police enforcement on the 500 and 600 blocks of North Euclid Avenue 

during peak traffic hours. 
 
Attachments 
 
• A – Resident’s Petition and Letter of Explanation 
• B – Submitted Written Public Testimony 
• C – Aerial Views of the 500 Block of North Euclid Avenue and Neighboring Area 
• D – Sketch of the Traffic Control Devices in the Area 
• E – Speed & Volume Data for the 500 Block of North Euclid Avenue and Adjacent Blocks 
• F – Collision Diagrams for the 500 Block of North Euclid Avenue 
• G – Relevant Pages from the Approved Minutes from August 26, 2019 Transportation 

Commission Meeting 
• H – Comparison Matrix 
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My name is Lisa Mulligan and I have owned my home at  N Euclid Ave in Oak Park since 5/1990. This 
was always a quiet neighborhood and was a key reason I moved my young family here. Over the years there 
have been significant changes in Oak Parks traffic patterns. My formerly quiet block and neighborhood have 
become a secondary route for traffic trying to avoid other major travel arteries in Oak Park. The 500 and 
600 blocks of Euclid Ave have become a primary traffic block for people trying to avoid lights and backups 
on Chicago Avenue, Augusta Avenue and surrounding streets.  
It’s unsafe and it’s only a matter of time before we have a major incident on our hands. We’ve already 
experienced some unusual traffic accidents THAT SHOULD NOT OCCUR ON A QUIET NEIGHBORHOOD 
STREET. 
Please take this request to address our street traffic and speed issues seriously. We need help to get our 
street back to a neighborhood access street, not a major shortcut thoroughfare.  
If you need additional information or input from me please feel free to contact me at . I am 
unfortunately out of town on Monday during the hearing on this important subject. 
Thank you for considering my input. 
Lisa Mulligan 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 

Attachment B Page 6 of 14



We support the petition to implement Traffic Calming Measures on the 600 block of North Euclid.  Our block 
id frequently used by motorists bypassing traffic and signals on Oak Park Avenue.  This traffic regularly 
exceeds the speed limit.  The motorists also make dangerous turns onto Euclid from both Augusta and Iowa, 
sometimes at excessive speeds.  The traffic also ignores or rolling stops at the stop sign at Euclid and Iowa.  
 
Thanks for your attention to this matter. 
 
Marc Martinez and Susan Price 

 N Euclid 
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I support the petition to implement traffic calming on the 600 block of North Euclid.   I am concerned for the 
young children on the block as well as for the older residents, like myself. 
 
Bill Martinez 

 N Euclid 
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My apologies for a rushed email however my father-in-law passed away and his funeral is today. We are 
unable to make the Monday meeting but would like to comment.  
 
I have lived in oak park my whole life and on the 600 block of Euclid in two different houses since 2004. My 
husband grew up in our current home. We have seen first hand how often Euclid is used as a bypass for Oak 
Park Avenue with disregard for the speed limit. Prior to the stop signs at Iowa and Euclid there were 
numerous accidents. And even after those were installed there are still people speeding down - not realizing 
the stop they would have to make.  
 
Day after day I witness cars speeding through - weaving around parked cars - no regard for children. The 
block is definitely seen as a through street from Lake street and off of Augusta south.  
 
As I said my thoughts are difficult to express because if time but I support the recommendations of Michael 
Rose and others on the block.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Dina Mansour  

 N Euclid  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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FYI 
 
Bill McKenna, P.E. 
Village Engineer 
Village of Oak Park 
201 South Blvd 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
708.358.5722 
mckenna@oak-park.us 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Suzanne Saxman   
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2019 7:03 PM 
To: McKenna, Bill 
Subject: 600 Euclid 
 
Hi Bill. Many thanks for taking time out of your evening last week 
 
I honestly don’t think most neighbors support the physical constraints- of any variety.  I’ve been here 27 
years, and  many neighbors have indicated that to me  
 
Bricks are widely  opposed in my recent discussions with neighbors  
 
I will try to attend future meetings in person! 
 
Suzie  
 
 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Suzie Saxman  
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