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Respondents were already very 

environmentally minded

 90% use their own shopping bags 

 90% say that they recycle

 96% say they recycle most of the 

time or all the time

 40% are composting

 85% are very willing or extremely 

willing to change their behavior for 

the environment

 Most respondents considered 

themselves “extremely concerned” 

about environmental issues
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What residents know and don’t know 

about plastic straws
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Hawaii, Malibu, and Seattle have banned straws

Plastic straw bans are being considered in New York City

It is estimated that there are 8.3 billion plastic straws on
the world's coastlines

Plastic straws have been banned by the White Sox and
Shedd Aquarium

Americans use more than 500 million straws every day

Plastic straws create an environmental hazard and can kill
wildlife

No. of respondents

I knew this I did not know this
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What residents expect from restaurants
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Straw availability affects 
willingness to be a patron

9/28/2018 5Source: LWV Earthfest survey (n=76) Questions: Do you usually expect a straw to be provided when you 

are served a glass of water or other beverage at a restaurant? Would availability of straws in a 

restaurant be a factor in your decision to be a patron of such restaurant? 
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Willingness to pay for alternatives
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Willingness to pay for plastic 
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51%
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20%

Willingness to pay for 
alternatives?

Yes No No answer

Source: LWV Earthfest survey (n=76) Questions: Would you be willing to pay an additional ¢.10 at a 

restaurant in order to get a straw? Would you be willing to pay ¢.20 additional to have a non-plastic 

straw? 
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What residents would want to know 

about a plastic straw ban
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village spend on
this initiative?
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penalties for using

plastic straws?
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will be affected?

What are business
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Feedback from Oak Park restaurants

 League of Women Voters and Interfaith Green Network have been asking 

restaurants to reduce straw use (correct wording) as part of the Shedd the 

Straw campaign

 Response has been positive from most restaurants

 Buzz Café only offers straws upon request

 Potbelly and Q Barbecue posted Shedd the straw poster next to its straw dispenser

 Poor Phil’s provides compostable straws when one is needed.

 Some chain restaurants need to work with their corporate headquarters to 

find out what they can and cannot do

 No restaurants have attempted to pass costs on to patrons
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Several community organizations are 

getting involved

 League of Women Voters

 Interfaith Green Network

 D97 School District

 Chicagostrawless (Oak Park Resident) is working with local governments and 

businesses with fidelity and maintaining an inclusive approach

 Downtown Oak Park (need a contact here)

 Oak Park Chamber of Commerce
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Summary of awareness

 Based on survey results, Oak Park residents surveyed are aware of the impact 

of the environmental impact of plastic straws

 However, they are less informed about the magnitude of environmental impact 

that straws have and how other municipalities have reduced straw use

 Few Oak Park residents expect a straw at restaurants and even fewer would 

let straw availability impact their patronage for restaurants

 Surprisingly, more than half of residents surveyed appear willing to share the 

cost of alternatives with restaurants up to $0.20 per alternative

 Residents surveyed are interested in understanding all the alternatives and 

what the village is willing to spend on alternatives

9/28/2018 10DRAFT



Agenda

 Current awareness and engagement

 What other cities have done

 Options for Oak Park

 Recommendation and implementation

9/28/2018 11DRAFT



What other cities have done:

Seattle

 Method: Ban on all single use plastics – straws were added to a ban on non-

recyclable or non-compostable disposable food packaging

 Time to implement: 1 year (July 1, 2018 amended, June 30, 2019 enforced)

 Exemptions: Disposable flexible plastic drinking straws when needed by 

customers due to medical or physical conditions and for whom flexible 

compostable paper straws are unsuitable

 Enforcement: SPU staff continue to perform inspections of all food service 

businesses to verify compliance with Seattle Municipal Code Section 21.36.084 

and 21.36.086

 Business impact:  ADD A QUOTE HERE
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What other cities have done:

Seattle

 ADD A QUOTE HERE
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What other cities have done:

Malibu

 Method: Ban on commercial distribution of plastic straws, stirrers and cutlery. 

Non plastic alternatives are only provided upon request

 Time to implement: 3 months (Feb 26, 2018 amended, June 1, 2019 enforced)

 Exemptions: No exemptions were listed in their ordinances but they have 

achieved 90% compliance across 70 restaurants according to their 

Environmental Sustainability Analyst, interviewed by Jen Packheiser from 

Interfaith Green Network

 Enforcement: Enforcement has been by both customers and city health/water 

inspectors and there have been warnings issued but nothing further. No fines 

established but the city is considering it.
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Options
Pro Con Currently 

implemented

Regulation of 

plastic straw 

use in Oak 

Park

• Clearly defines the 

actions required of 

vendors

• Requires inspections to 

enforce

• Requires businesses to 

increase spending to 

comply

• Malibu, Seattle

• Buzz Cafe

• Shedd Aquarium, 

Guaranteed Rate 

Field

Regulation of 

single-use 

plastic in Oak 

Park

• Expands the regulation to 

a substantial use of single-

use plastics

• Clearly defines actions 

required of vendors

• Requires inspections to 

enforce

• Requires several new 

options and increased 

spending to comply

• Brooks school

Fee on straw 

use

• Follows success of plastic 

bag fee program

• Establishes revenue to 

subsidize implementation

• Needs minor modification 

to POS system

• Difficult to monitor 

except by audit

• None

Fee on single 

use plastics

• Follows success of plastic 

bag fee program

• Establishes revenue to 

subsidize implementation

• Modification to POS 

system and retraining

• Trackable by audit

• None
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Option 1:

Regulation of plastic straw use

 Similar to Seattle and Malibu, Guaranteed Rate Field, Shedd Aquarium

 Message to villagers/patrons/vendors in Oak Park: “Oak Park is a progressive 
community that wants to do its part to reduce plastic waste.”

 Action required: 

 Do not offer plastic straws unless requested (Straws Upon Request Only)

 Exceptions for families with children (if requested), disabled, or elderly

 Enforcement: 

 Restaurant inspections and customer reporting (followed up with investigation)

 Penalty:

 Fine on the business equivalent to the fine per offense in Seattle $250/offense
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Option 2:

Regulation of all single-use plastic

 Similar to Seattle

 Message to villagers/patrons/vendors in Oak Park: “Oak Park wants to be a leader 
in the Chicagoland area in reducing plastic waste.”

 Action required: 

 Change from single-use plastic to alternative containers, including take out containers, 
plastic cups, plastic utensils, and plastic straws

 Enforcement: 

 Restaurant inspections and customer reporting (followed up with investigation)

 Penalty:

 Fine on the business equivalent to the fine per offense in Seattle $250/offense
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Option 3:

Fee on straw use

 Precedent: Oak Park bag fee

 Message to villagers/patrons/vendors in Oak Park: “Oak Park wants to reduce 
straw use to the level that we reduced plastic bag use.  We can do it!”

 Action required: 

 Charge patrons $0.10 to $0.15 per plastic straw use

 Add the non-taxable charge to their bill 

 Enforcement: 

 Monthly or quarterly audit, in a manner similar to plastic bag fee program

 Penalty:

 None required
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Option 4:

Fee on all single use plastic

 Similar to Seattle

 Message to villagers/patrons/vendors in Oak Park: “Based on the success of plastic bag reduction 
initiative, Oak Park is going to reduce use of all single use plastic that can have a significant impact 
on the environment.”

 Action required: 

 Charge patrons $0.10 to $0.15 per single use plastic container, cup, utensil set, or straw

 Add the non-taxable charge to their bill 

 Proceeds from fee can be used to switch to non-plastic single use containers

 Patrons can bring their own containers, cups, straws, utensils to avoid fees

 Enforcement: 

 Monthly or quarterly audit, in a manner similar to plastic bag fee program

 Penalty:

 None required
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Proposed legislation

 Addendum to Village Code CHAPTER 20 (“PUBLIC HEALTH”), NEW ARTICLE 15

 Written in format of “Retail Single Use Plastic Bag” Ordinance, ARTICLE 14

 New proposal will titled Regulation of single-use plastic straws

 Establish the effective date as June 30, 2019

 Outline Prohibited conduct: use or distribution plastic straws for single-use, such as 

restaurant meals, take-out meals, take-out drinks

 Outline penalty equal to $250/ offense

 Outline enforcement provisions and penalties for evading enforcement (i.e., 

concealing straws)
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Implementation

 Add public awareness of straw ban to the workplan (Brochures and library 
presentations)

 Educate the village on alternatives

 Encourage stores to stock alternative straws

 Educate businesses about alternative straws

 Create a series of events to spread the education

 Earth day event at the village green events

 DIOV launch day event showcasing alternative straws

 Wednesday journal recognition and storefront stickers for vendors adopting the 
straw initiative in advance of June 30
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Implementation: content
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 Awareness programs will focus on 

key information for consumers 

and restaurants

 What are the alternatives

 How much the village is going to 

spend on the initiative

 Outline the penalties clearly

 Plan to utilize materials similar 

to what Seattle / Malibu 

produced for their ban

 Engage restaurants location with 

info and samples of paper straws 

 Provide websites available on 

where to buy alternatives
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Implementation timeline

25

2018 2019

Legislation design

Brochure development

Activity

Day in our Village

EEC Proposal

Announcement in 

Wednesday 

Journal

Earth day

Workplan refinement

Wednesday

Journal

Reminder

Awareness presentations

Community comment 

Go-forward

Decision from Village

Board

June

30

ILLUSTRATIVE
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