RainReady Oak Park
Program Application

SECTION 1: ABOUT YOU

Name

Application Date

Building Address

Phone

Email

Property PIN (You can find this information at: htto://www.cookcountyassessor.com/Search/Property-Search.aspx)

1. Are you an Oak Park resident?

[ ]Yes [ INo

2. lIsthis a single-family home?

[ ]Yes [ INo

3. Do you own and live in this home?

[]Yes [ ]No

4. |s this home listed on a historic register?

[ ]Yes [ ]No

SECTION 2: YOUR GOALS

5. What type of smart landscaping would you like to
have?

[ ]Rain Garden or Bioswale (square feet):
[ ] Cistern or Dry Well (gallons):

[ ] Depaving (square feet):

[ ]Permeable Paving (square feet):

6. What are your goals for participating in
RainReady?

[ ]Beautify my home

[ ]Reduce flooding at my home

[ ]Reduce stormwater runoff into the sewers
[ ] General sustainability

[ ] Other:

7. When do you want to install smart landscaping?
[ ] Within a few weeks

[] This Spring or Summer

[ ] This Autumn

[ ]Sometime after this Autumn

8. RainReady participants are reimbursed for 50% of the
total cost of eligible landscaping, up to a maximum grant of
$1,300. What is your total budget for the smart
landscaping project (including the grant)?

[ ]Less than $800
[ ]$801to $1,600
[]$1,601to $2,600
[ 1$2601t0 $5,000
[ ]More than $5,000

SECTION 3: YOUR HOME

Q. Does your home currently have any of these?

[]Backwater valve or Overhead sewer

[ ]Foundation Drain and Sump Pump

[ ]Rain Barrel [ ]Rain Garden [ ]Cistern
[]Dry Well []French Drain
[[]Other:




10.

12,

13.

What landscaping do you have in your yard?

[ ]Turfgrass [ ]Garden [ ]Native plants
[[]Tree(s) [ ]Open pavers or Gravel
[ ] Concrete or asphalt patio

Do you do any of these things once a year or more
often?

[ ]Maintain your garden

[ ] Clean your gutters and downspouts

[ ]Have a plumber rod your sewer drains

[ ]Purchase/renew flood insurance or sewer backup
home insurance rider

[ ] Check the slope of your yard and concrete around
your home

Please describe your downspouts.

Number of downspouts:

[ ] All downspouts are connected and can't be
disconnected

[ ] All downspouts are connected and can be
disconnected

[] All downspouts are disconnected

[ ] Disconnected downspouts are located at the
four corners of my building (front and back of
home)

[ ] Disconnected downspouts are located between
the corners of my building (sides of home)

What material is your foundation made of?

[ Brick [ ]Concrete [ ]Stone
[ ]Slab on Grade [ ]Don't Know

Does your basement have any living spaces, such as a
bedroom?

[ ]Yes [ ]No

What percent of your basement s finished? %

SECTION 3: YOUR FLOODING HISTORY

15.

Do you currently have any of these conditions at your
foundation or inside your basement?

[ ]Musty Smell [ ]JMold Standing Water [ ] Seepage
[ ]High Water Mark [_]Peeling Paint [ ]Wood Rot
[ ]Efflorescence/Spalling [ ] Don't Know

When was the last time you had a problem with water on
your home (for example, wet basement, yard ponding,

sewer backup)? (Month/Year):  /

What is the total amount you have spent on addressing
stormwater-related damages, repairs, and property
replacement, since you have owned your home?

$

When it rains, do you experience any water problems at
your home?

[]Yes, | experience problems (continue to next question)
[ ]No, not any more (skip to next section)

[ ]No, never (skip to next section)

When do you experience water-related problems on your
property?

[ ] Every time it rains [ ]During a heavy rain

[ ] When snow or ice around my property thaws

20. How does water enter your property and how deep is it?

[ ]Backing up through drains (floor drains, bathtubs,
sinks, etc.) inches

[ ] Seeping through walls (for example, through cracks
or joints) inches

[ ] Flowing though doors and/or windows inches
[ ]Pooling/ponding in the yard inches
[ ] Overflowing from the street or stream ~ inches

inches

[ ]Other: /

SECTION 4: OWNER CERTIFICATION

| (We) certify that the statements contained in this application for participation in and eligibility determination for this program are true
and accurate to the best of my knowledge. | certify that | intend to adhere to the terms of the Grant Agreement. | certify that | accept
the Program Terms and Conditions.

Applicant Signature

Date



RainReady Oak Park
Frequently Asked Questions

WHAT IS RAINREADY OAK PARK?

RainReady Oak Park is a grant program that helps
homeowners use smart landscaping to manage rain
at their property. The program is funded by the
Village of Oak Park and administered by the non-
profit Center for Neighborhood Technology
(CNT).

WHY IS THE VILLAGE OFFERING THIS PROGRAM?
The goals of RainReady Oak Park are to:

* Reduce the burden on the local sewer by
capturing rain where it falls

* Reduce drainage problems at homes

¢ Provide health and environmental
benefits through smart landscaping

WHAT ASSISTANCE WILL | RECEIVE?
You will benefit from:

¢ A professional home assessment to identify
improvements to manage rain at your home

* A landscape design and recommended
construction scope of work

* A grant for 50 percent of the total cost of
eligible landscaping improvements, up to a
maximum grant of $1,300

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
To be eligible for the program, you need to:

* Be a resident of the Village of Oak Park
e Own and live in a single-family home

e Be willing to disconnect downspouts from the
Village storm sewer

e Have no outstanding Village obligations or
building code violations

¢ Be willing to maintain the landscaping
improvements for three years

* Be willing to participate in short, confidential
evaluation surveys used to improve the
program

rain
ready

WHAT KIND OF LANDSCAPING IMPROVEMENTS
ARE ELIGIBLE FOR A PROGRAM GRANT?

* Rain Garden or Bioswale
Let rain soak into a rain garden or bioswale that
uses porous soil and water-loving plants. Rain
gardens are bowl-shaped; bioswales are line-
shaped. Typical cost: $3,000 - §4,000

* Cistern or Dry Well
Store rain in a cistern or dry well. Dry wells are
below ground; cisterns are above ground. Typical
cost: $1,000

* Permeable Paving
Replace old concrete or asphalt with open grass
pavers, interlocking permeable pavers, or
permeable concrete that lets rain pass through.
Typical cost: Varies by pavement type

WHAT KIND OF LANDSCAPING IS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR
A GRANT?

French drains, tree removal, general regrading without
infiltration, and new impermeable surfaces (e.g.,
concrete parking pad) are not eligible.

WHAT COSTS CAN BE REIMBURSED?

Eligible costs to install the approved landscaping
scope of work include:

* Design and Engineering Services
* Materials and Equipment Rental
* Labor and Construction
Ineligible costs include:
* Watering and maintenance of landscaping

* Private construction inspection services hired by
the homeowner

* Costs associated with utility staking

* Any landscaping or other work not within the
approved scope of work

The homeowner will be responsible for paying the
contractor in full before receiving a program grant.
Project costs above the grant amount will be paid by
the homeowner.

WWW.CNT.ORG/PROJECTS/RAINREADY-OAK-PARK
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HOW DOES THE PROGRAM WORK?

1.Submit a program application by April 15t
There are a limited number of grants available. If
you don't receive a grant this year, you will be
placed on a waiting list for future assistance.

2. CNT may contact you to obtain a signed grant
agreement and additional information about your
home. If selected for the program, you will pay a
$200 refundable deposit to the Village, towards the
cost of the home assessment. The deposit is
refunded when eligible landscaping is installed. If
no eligible landscaping is installed, the Village will
retain the deposit.

3.Schedule a time for RainReady to visit your
home, create a landscaping plan, and identify other
recommendations. If you already have a
landscaping plan, you can submit the plan for
review and approval.

4. Review your report and plan with CNT.

5. Identify and contract a landscaper of your
choice by June 15%, Some projects may require a
construction permit issued by the Village.

6. Complete the landscaping work by October
31st, Submit the Grant Reimbursement Forms to
the Village by November 15,

7. If a permit is required, a Village inspector will
inspect the finished work. You will receive your
grant and deposit refund within 30 to 45 days after
successfully passing the inspection, if needed.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER | RECEIVE MY GRANT?

Your participation in our program evaluation is
critical to improving the program. RainReady will
email you short, confidential surveys. With your
permission, we may also document your
landscaping with professional photography.

I’D LIKE TO APPLY. WHAT DO | DO?

Fill out an application and download the program
documents at cnt.org/projects/rainready-oak-park.
The application deadline is April 15t You can also
pick up a paper application at Village Hall. CNT
will review the applications and notify selected
applicants. Eligible applicants who aren’t selected
will be placed on a waiting list.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Will smart landscaping stop my flooding?

Smart landscaping will help with yard ponding.
Addressing severe yard ponding may require work
that exceeds the maximum grant provided by
RainReady. Smart landscaping may also help lessen
seepage by fixing the grading around your home, but
building foundation repairs or other work may be
necessary too. If you have sewage backup, please
apply instead for a Village Sewer Backup Protection
Grant [lnk].

Do I have the right kind of yard?

Smart landscaping will be most effective if it is
connected to at least one downspout and receives rain
from at least one-fourth of your roof. Rain gardens,
bioswales, dry wells, and permeable pavement should
be located at least ten feet away from any building
foundation. Permeable pavement should only be
installed in an area where you currently have regular
concrete or asphalt. Above-ground cisterns (like
oversized rain barrels) can be located right next to
your home. Cisterns should be emptied between
storms, and discharged on your property, at least ten
feet away from any building foundation.

How big should my new landscaping be?

This depends on the size and shape of your roof and
yard, your soil, and how much rain you want to
capture. All smart landscaping provides some benefits.
The average RainReady home rain garden is 300 to
400 square feet.

What if I have connected downspouts?

If you have downspouts or a sump pump connected to
the sewer, but you are willing to disconnect from the
sewer so that they discharge into your yard, please
include that information in your application. If you
believe your downspouts or sump pump needs to
remain connected, you can request a downspout
disconnection waiver.

WHAT IF | HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PROGRAM?

Please email CN'T’s RainReady team at
RainReadyHome@cnt.org

WWW.CNT.ORG/PROJECTS/RAINREADY-OAK-PARK
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VILLAGE OF OAK PARK
RAINREADY GRANT PROGRAM
HOMEOWNER PARITICIPATION AGREEMENT
(Submit in Duplicate)

THIS AGREEMENT made on this day of , 201__
between the VILLAGE OF OAK PARK, 123 Madison Street, Oak Park, lllinois (hereinafter
referred to as “Village”) and (name) and

(name) at

(address) in Oak Park, lllinois (hereinafter referred to collectively as “Homeowner”).

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Village has adopted a RainReady Grant Program (“Program”) to assist
residents in their efforts to protect their homes from non-sewer backup flooding. This
Program provides a grant to Homeowners for certain costs for installing flood mitigation
measures in order to protect homes and property from damage as a result of flooding; and

WHEREAS, the Village has contracted with the Center for Neighborhood Technology
("CNT")to perform certain services for the Homeowner and CNT requires that the
Homeowner execute CNT's “Rain Ready Terms and Conditions,” attached hereto and
incorporated herein; and

WHEREAS, Homeowner is the owner and occupant of the residence indicated above
which has been the subject of occasional flooding not associated with sewer backup; and

WHEREAS, the Homeowner has applied to participate in this Program and the Village
has determined Homeowner to be eligible to participate.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the above and the terms and conditions set
forth below, the parties hereto agree as follows:

Section 1: The findings set forth above are expressly made a part of this Agreement
as if fully set forth in this Section 1.

Section 2: Definitions. The following terms shall have the following meanings
when used in this Agreement unless the context clearly indicates a contrary meaning.

“Contractor” shall mean a licensed contractor who is registered to do work in the
Village of Oak Park and who has obtained the necessary licenses and permits from the
Village to do work under this Program.

“Permit” is a Village permit which the Homeowner or Contractor must obtain, if a
Village permit is required, before any improvements can be installed by a Contractor.

“Program” is the Village's RainReady Grant Program, operated in accordance with the
Program Guidelines adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Oak Park.

“Proposal” shall mean a Contractor’s detailed bid for equipment, material and labor,
with quantities itemized.



Section 3: Village Approval. The Homeowner shall submit all documentation
required under the Program to the Village prior to the installation of any flood mitigation
improvements, including the specific plans, Proposal, and an application for the necessary
permits. No work shall begin until the Village approves the plans, the Homeowner pays the
permit fee (if applicable) and the Village issues a building permit (if applicable). If any work
is performed without a Village permit, the Homeowner shall not be entitled to
reimbursement for said work.

Section 4: Installation. Homeowner shall install the approved flood mitigation
improvements in accordance with the Program within 6 months of application approval. The
time may be extended upon written request of the Homeowner and written permission by
the Village if the work is delayed because of weather, unavailability of a Contractor or other
factors beyond the Homeowner’'s control where Homeowner has exercised reasonable
diligence to timely complete the installation of the improvements.

Section 5: Contract for Work. The Homeowner’s contract for the work shall be
based upon a proposal approved by the Village. That proposal shall be attached to this
Agreement and made part hereof as Exhibit A. The contract for the installation shall be
between the Contractor and the Homeowner. The Village shall not be a party to such
contract and shall have no liability whatsoever for a breach of contract or damages as a
result of any work improperly performed or other matter related to the work. The Village
assumes no duty to the Homeowner or the Contractor for the performance of the work, the
quality of the work or the condition of Homeowner’'s property. The Village’s only
responsibility shall be to make payment when Homeowner has strictly complied with the
Program and this Agreement.

Section 6: Permit May be Required. The installation of the flood mitigation
improvements may require a permit issued by the Village.

Section 7: Inspections. The Homeowner must notify the Village to schedule an
inspection of the plumbing and electric work as required.

Section 8: Reimbursement. The Village shall reimburse the Homeowner for 50%
of those items which are considered eligible costs at their actual cost. The maximum
amount of reimbursement is $1,300.00 per property. The Village shall reimburse
Homeowner for eligible items at approved amounts when all work is completed, inspected
and approved by the Village. To receive reimbursement, the Homeowner must follow all
requirements of the Program and this Agreement and submit a claim pursuant to the
Village’s Request for Reimbursement Form, incorporated herein by reference.

Section 9: Deposit. The Homeowner shall deposit with the Village the amount of
$200.00 at the time of execution of this Agreement. Said deposit shall be returned to the
Homeowner upon the completion and approval of the work that is the subject of this
Agreement.

Section 10: Liability Waiver. The Village its officers and employees, are statutorily
immune from liability for a failure to inspect private property and the Village makes no
representation regarding the quality of the work performed by Homeowner’s contractor. The
Village shall have no liability for the performance or non-performance of the work, or the
quality of the work performed by contractors, or the condition of private property. The
Village is not a party to the agreement between the Homeowner and its selected contractor
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and therefore shall not be liable for breach of contract or damages caused by the contractor.
The Village assumes no fiduciary or other duty to the Homeowner under the program. by
signing this agreement, the Homeowner agrees to waive any claims against the Village, its
officials, officers, employees, agents and volunteers (collectively, “the Village”) and to
indemnify, defend and hold the Village harmless against any and all claims whether in tort,
contract or under any other theory of liability for any property damage, personal injury,
economic, contractual damages or other damages or loss of any other kind which the
Homeowner may acquire as a result of participating in the Program.

Section 12: Disclaimer. The Program is designed to assist homeowners in
reducing the risk of basement flooding due to sewer backups. However, there is always a
risk of a sewer backup as a result of unexpected sewer collapse, obstruction, power failure,
extreme environmental or weather conditions or other unforeseen factors. Homeowner
agrees to assume the risk of loss of any future property damage even after installation of
these funded improvements. In addition to overhead sewers, the Homeowner shall the
property’s foundation drains are operated properly to prevent seepage of ground water
through walls below grade. Existing foundation drains will not be tested for proper
operation. The Homeowner shall be responsible for all testing, inspections and any
corrective work that may become necessary. In order for overhead sewers, backflow
prevention valves and foundation drains to function properly, the sump/ejector pump(s)
must be reliable and function continuously. The Homeowner shall be responsible to check
the operation of those pumps regularly. The Homeowner shall be responsible for all testing,
inspections and any corrective work that may become necessary.

Section 13  Disconnection of Downspouts. As a requirement of the Program, the
Homeowner must disconnect any downspouts from the Village's combined sewer system
and must take all corrective action necessary to prevent the discharge of roof drainage into
the Village’'s combined sewer systems, unless an exemption is obtained from the Village.

Section 14: Breach. If the Homeowner fails to comply with all requirements of this
Agreement or fails to complete the installation as provided in this Agreement, the Village
shall have no obligation to reimburse the Homeowner for any expenses.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties to this Agreement by their signatures acknowledge
they have read and understand this agreement and intend to be bound by its terms as of the
date first written above.

VILLAGE OF OAK PARK HOMEOWNER

Cara Pavlicek, Village Manager

Dated: Dated:

Dated:




Rain Ready Terms & Conditions

AUTHORIZATION

The person or entity named in this application (“Participant”) represents that it is the owner,
manager and/or tenant of the building(s) specified in this application (the “Building”). Further, the
person who submits this application represents that he or she is authorized to enter into and
perform this Agreement on behalf of Participant including, without limitation, to provide the
information and access, and perform other duties required for participation in the Rain Ready
Program by which Participant may obtain assistance with issues resulting from flooding (the
“Program”).

Name (please print) Date

Signature

Terms & Conditions

AGREEMENT

By submitting this application, you agree that you are entering into a legally binding agreement
with the Center for Neighborhood Technology, an Illinois not-for-profit (collectively “we” or “us”),
and that you are subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this application (these “Terms”).
Any reference to “Participant”, “you” or “your” in these Terms shall mean the Participant named
herein and anyone acting on Participant’s behalf including any officer, director, employee,
contractor, agent, attorney, representative, heir, executor, administrator, insurer, assign, successor,
tenant, licensee, invitee, occupant or any other person or entity. Any reference to “we”, “us” or “our”
shall mean the Center for Neighborhood Technology, and the officers, directors, employees, agents,

contractors, affiliates, successors and/or assigns of the Center for Neighborhood Technology.

PARTICIPANT COOPERATION

You agree that your cooperation in the Program, including providing access to areas and systems of
the Building requested by us, in our reasonable discretion, is crucial to the success of the Program.
You further agree to cooperate, provide information and access in a timely manner.

YOUR INFORMATION

We need certain information about the Building to ensure that this program works. That
information includes flood history of the home and specific details about how the flooding occurred.
It also includes the location of any property damaged as a result of flooding, and any insurance in
place at the time of flooding. All of this information is known as “Program Data.”

We use Program Data to understand flooding in your neighborhood and what kinds of home
improvements may help to limit flooding or flood-related damage. We therefore will ask you
directly to provide this information about the Building over the phone, through an online
application, and during our in-person meetings.

RainReady Terms and Conditions
Updated: 01/20/2016



We use Program Data to provide you with tailored recommendations about home improvements.
We also use Program Data to create reports and to develop aggregated statistics about flooding.

We share Program Data with our subconsultants so that they can provide services to you. If
Program Data is shared with any other third parties, it is aggregated and/or de-identified so it does
not identify you personally.

PROGRAM TERM

We may terminate the Program, or your participation in the Program, at any time upon notice to
you. You may terminate your participation in the Program at any time upon written notice to us.
The provisions of these Terms that, by their nature, should survive expiration or termination of the
Program or your participation in the Program, shall survive including, without limitation, our rights
in and to any environmental attributes and to Data obtained prior to the date of expiration or
termination.

DISCLAIMER

Participant acknowledges that water and/or cost savings are subject to a number of variables over
which we have no control including, without limitation, weather, occupant behavior, maintenance
activities and additional factors. We make no representation or warranty of any kind including,
without limitation, that your participation in the Program will result in prevention of flooding or
any damage or destruction as a result thereof, reduced energy or water consumption, energy or
water use savings, reduced building operating costs, any benefit of any kind; of the accuracy or
completeness of any information, data, reports or other materials in whatever form or format; or of
the continued safety, performance or cost-effectiveness of any information, materials, equipment,
product, system, facility, procedure or policy discussed, provided or recommended by us. Use of or
reliance on any of the foregoing by Participant is at Participant’s sole risk.

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY; INDEMNIFICATION

We will not be liable for injury to or death of any person or damage to any property (including the
Building) in connection with the Program or otherwise, except to the extent caused by our sole
gross negligence or willful misconduct. You agree to indemnify us and hold us forever harmless
from and against any loss, cost, damage or expense, including reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs,
arising out of or relating to your participation in the Program and/or Participant’s acts or
omissions. IN NO EVENT WILL WE BE LIABLE FOR ANY INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, SPECIAL OR
INCIDENTAL DAMAGES OF ANY KIND.

INSURANCE

You agree that you have and will maintain during the Program term adequate liability insurance in
the forms and amounts standard for operation of the Building and sufficient to protect Participant
and any party to whom you have an obligation to indemnify under these Terms. Upon request, you
will provide to us insurance certificates evidencing such coverage.

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS

The parties are and shall be independent contractors to one another, and nothing herein shall be
deemed to cause these Terms to create an agency, partnership, joint venture, employee-employer
or principal-agent relationship between the parties.

RainReady Terms and Conditions
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ENTIRE AGREEMENT; MODIFICATION

These Terms set forth the entire agreement between you and us with respect to the Program. Any
prior agreements, whether written, oral or otherwise expressed are superseded by these Terms.
From time to time, we may modify these Terms. We will notify you of any material changes by email
sent to the email address we have on file for you. Your continued participation in the Program upon
any such modification will affirm your agreement to these Terms, as modified. You agree that your
participation in the Program will comply with all applicable laws, rules, ordinances and regulations
including, without limitation any law and/or regulation regarding operation of the Building. Neither
the course of conduct nor trade practice will act to modify these Terms. These Terms do not confer
any third-party beneficiary rights.

ASSIGNMENT

You will not assign or delegate any obligations hereunder, in whole or in part, whether voluntarily
or by operation of law, without the prior written consent of us. Any purported assignment or
delegation by you without our prior written consent will be null and void. We may assign these
Terms or any rights hereunder without your consent.

SEVERABILITY

If any provision of these Terms is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or
otherwise unenforceable, the parties nevertheless agree that such portion will be deemed severable
and will not affect the validity and enforceability of the remaining provisions, which will remain in
full force and effect.

GOVERNING LAW

The Program, including these Terms shall be in all respects governed by and construed in
accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois without regard to the conflict of law provisions
thereof.

RainReady Terms and Conditions
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