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Item Title: A FIRST DISCUSSION ABOUT IMPLEMENTING SLOW STREETS ON 
RESIDENTIAL STREETS IN OAK PARK FOR SOCIAL DISTANCING

 
 
Review Date:  June 9, 2020       
 
 
Prepared By:  Michael Koperniak, Staff Liaison to the Transportation Commission 
 

Abstract  (briefly describe the item being reviewed):
 
At its May 18, 2020 meeting, the Village Board of Trustees elected to receive 
recommendations from the Oak Park Business Recovery Task Force and direct Staff to 
proceed with specific actions.  These recommendations are in response to the ongoing 
COVID-19 public health pandemic and its effect on the residents and businesses in Oak 
Park. 
 
Included in these recommendations are actions that would affect parking and traffic in 
the Village.  The Village Board discussed the recommendations and there was a 
majority consensus to refer parking and traffic related recommendations to the 
Transportation Commission. 
 
On May 27, 2020, the Bike Walk Oak Park (BWOP) group submitted a Slow Streets 
Proposal to the Transportation Commission that encompasses the entire Neighborhood 
Greenways Network system. 

Staff Recommendation(s):
 
1. Review the Village Board's meeting. 
2. Review the BWOP proposal in order to determine if and how it can be integrated (in 

part or in its entirety) on residential streets with what the Village Board is asking for. 
3. Discuss and possibly determine several pilot locations. 
4. Discuss providing adequate public notice and receiving public testimony. 
5. Discuss a timeline that includes at least one additional public meeting. 

Supporting Documentation Is Attached 
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MEMORANDUM 
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Date: June 9, 2020 
 
To:  Transportation Commission 
 
From:   Mike Koperniak, Staff Liaison 

    Transportation Commission __MK______ 

 
Re: Background information for a first discussion about implementing Slow 

Streets on residential streets in Oak Park for social distancing 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 At its May 18, 2020 meeting, the Village Board of Trustees elected to receive 
recommendations from the Oak Park Business Recovery Task Force and direct Staff to 
proceed with specific actions.  These recommendations are in response to the ongoing 
COVID-19 public health pandemic and its effect on the residents and businesses in Oak 
Park. 
 
 Included in these recommendations are actions that would affect parking and traffic 
in the Village.  The Village Board discussed the recommendations and there was a 
majority consensus to refer residential street parking and traffic related 
recommendations to the Transportation Commission. 
 
 On May 27, 2020, the Bike Walk Oak Park (BWOP) group submitted a Slow Streets 
Proposal to the Transportation Commission.  This proposal encompasses the entire 
Neighborhood Greenways Network system. 
 
 An online version of the July 2015 Neighborhood Greenways System Study & Bike 
share Feasibility Study can be found at: 
 
https://www.oak-park.us/sites/default/files/public-works/2015-07-20-greenways-bike-
share-feasibility-study.pdf 
 
 Several goals for tonight's discussion only meeting include: 
 
• Review the Village Board's May 18th meeting minutes in order to ascertain what the 

Transportation Commission has been tasked with. 
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• Discuss how Village Staff can implement and enforce whatever actions the Village 

Board ultimately adopts given the current pandemic. 
 
• Review the BWOP proposal in order to determine if and how it can be integrated (in 

part or in its entirety) on residential streets with what the Village Board is asking for. 
 
• Discuss and possibly determine several pilot locations. 
 
• Discuss how best to provide public notification regarding the Commission's 

discussions to residents on affected and adjacent streets and how best to receive 
public comment. 

 
• Discuss a timeline that includes at least one additional public meeting to receive 

public testimony. 
 
 Exhibits for tonight's discussion only meeting include: 
 
5.3  A relevant extract from the May 18, 2020 Village Board meeting minutes. 
 
5.4  The BWOP Slow Streets proposal. 
 
5.5  Received emailed public comment. 
 
 The impetus for tonight's meeting is agenda item M (Motion MOT 20-028) entitled  
A Motion to Receive Recommendations from the Oak Park Business Recovery Task 
Force and Direct Staff to Proceed with Specific Actions as included in the Village 
Board's May 18, 2020 meeting agenda.  Exhibit 5.3 is an extract from the meeting 
minutes related to this agenda item. 
 
 The Village Board discussed the taskforce's recommendation regarding the 
Promenade Concept which entails closing off certain streets for bike and pedestrian 
only use to allow for socially distanced outdoor activities.  The meeting minutes seem to 
suggest that there was discussion on if the Promenade Concept should be limited to 
business areas or should it extend to residential areas outside of business districts. 
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 Tonight's meeting is to discuss how to develop and implement a Promenade 
Concept on residential streets in the Village, outside of the business districts. 
 
 In support of the Village Board's actions, the BWOP group has submitted a proposal 
(Exhibit 5.4) for implementing Slow Streets in Oak Park.  This proposal calls for 
residential streets that are only open to local traffic to enable cycling, walking, and other 
forms of outdoor exercise (but not congregation) while appropriately social distancing. 
 
 Following are several websites related to the COVID-19 pandemic and the Slow 
Streets concept.  You can find these and more by using the search terms:  covid slow 
streets. 
 
https://www.oaklandca.gov/projects/oakland-slow-streets 
 
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2020/04/slow-streets-oakland-car-free-roads-
pedestrians-covid-19/609961/ 
 
https://la.streetsblog.org/2020/05/01/l-a-announces-covid-slow-streets-pilot-then-
postpones-it-program-needs-focus-on-health-equity/ 
 
https://www.alamedaca.gov/ALERTS-COVID-19/Slow-Streets-Alameda 
 
https://www.sfmta.com/projects/slow-streets-program 
 
https://www.chicagoreader.com/chicago/slow-streets-
coronavirus/Content?oid=79539950 
 
https://www.boston.gov/transportation/neighborhood-slow-streets 
 

0620-1 
5.2 
3/3



0620-1 
5.3 
1/5



0620-1 
5.3 
2/5



0620-1 
5.3 
3/5



0620-1 
5.3 
4/5



0620-1 
5.3 
5/5



Proposal to the Village of Oak Park Transportation Commission: Slow Streets for Social Distancing 

May 2020 

At the urging of Bike Walk Oak Park (BWOP) and other community allies, the Board of Trustees has 

voted to re-open the Transportation Commission to enable them to implement Slow Streets in Oak Park, 

or streets that are only open to local traffic to enable cycling, walking, and other forms of outdoor 

exercise (but not congregation) while appropriately social distancing.  

In implementing Slow Streets, Oak Park would be joining cities around the country and world; some of 

their methods for ensuring safety have been included below.  

BWOP urges the Transportation Commission to consider designating all Village Greenways as Slow 

Streets until the Reopen Illinois Plan moves into Phase 5. This would create a network of streets that 

would allow people to travel across Oak Park on foot, bicycle or other non-mechanized transport safely, 

while social distancing.  

BWOP also supports the recommendations made by the Small Business Recovery Task Force regarding 

amendments to street space in commercial districts. In particular, we support expanding sidewalks via 

parklets or expanded sidewalks (please see below for illustrative images). 

The following pages contain: 

 A greenways map (Proposal 1), to indicate which streets will be designated as Slow Streets in 

BWOP’s preferred scheme; 

 A second greenways map (Proposal 2) with a subset of greenways designated in purple, to 

indicate a more modest option should Proposal 1 be untenable; 

 Images from other American cities that have implemented Slow Streets, to address questions 

about what a program might look like 

 Design criteria developed by Hammersley Architecture for a Slow Street program in Chicago, 

which can also be used to guide Oak Park’s Slow Streets program 

Slow Streets will be delineated in the following ways: 

 Temporary signage, similar to that used for block parties, will be set up across one lane of traffic 

with printed signed stating ‘Local Traffic Only’ (see attached images) 

 Traffic at cross streets will be unchanged 

 Local traffic (i.e. residents with driveways, deliveries/mail, etc.) will be permitted 

 Congregating on Slow Streets (i.e. block parties or social gatherings) will be discouraged 

 Slow Streets will provide paths to help residents meet every day needs and have been chosen 

because they link to commercial destinations 

 

Please contact the Bike Walk Oak Park Advocacy Team with any questions. We are available for any 

follow-up or clarifications you would like. Thank you for all that you do!  

 

Sincerely,  

Jenna Holzberg, jennajholzbeg@gmail.com 

Franny C Ritchie, franny.ritchie@gmail.com  
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From: Jenna Holzberg
To: Koperniak, Mike
Cc: franny.ritchie@gmail.com; Ron Burke
Subject: Re: notice of June 9th Trans Com meeting to discuss Slow Streets proposal
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2020 4:36:04 PM

Hi Mike,

Thank you for these updates! If you are concerned about receiving adequate public testimony,
the meeting details can be posted online on various community Facebook pages, with explicit
instructions on how to issue a public comment. I agree that this is a proposal that will affect
the entire community so people should have a "heads-up" as to what is being discussed. I'll be
happy to post and share!

Thanks!
Jenna
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