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Agenda Item Title
An Ordinance Amending Chapter 29 (“Administrative Adjudication”) Article 1 (“Administrative Adjudication
System”), Section 29-1-11 (“Administrative Hearings” ) of the Oak Park Village Code to Allow for Remote
Hearings

Overview
Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 disease, the Village is recommending that the Village Code allow for the
option of remote hearings when necessary.  This Ordinance amends the current language to include the
option of remote hearings.

Recommendation
Staff recommends amending the Village Code to allow for the option of remote hearings as necessary.

Fiscal Impact
Not applicable. This item is strictly related to the process by which adjudication meetings can be conducted
such as in-person, mail, online or remote.  The cost for a remote hearing process is only the cost of an on-line
meeting service such as a GoToMeeting subscription.

Background
Due to the outbreak of COVID-19 disease, the Governor of Illinois issued a disaster proclamation on March 9,
2020 and has since issued proclamations and executive orders extending the disaster.  Contained in the
executive orders of the Governor are various orders that range from staying at home to limiting the number of
persons at gatherings.   Throughout the COVID-19 disease pandemic, Village staff identified various alternate
methods to provide Village services in compliance with these orders in such a way that reduces the risk of
spreading the virus.

The last in-person adjudication hearing occurred on Thursday March 12, 2020.  The State of Illinois has since
moved to Phase 4 of the Governor’s Restore Illinois plan on June 26, 2020 which generally allows for greater
flexibility to conduct business.  Village Hall reopened the lobby for in-person services on June 29, 2020.

Starting the week of August 3, 2020, staff is planning to offer a combination of remote adjudication hearings
and in-person hearings if necessary.  Written and on-line options still remain. Any in-person hearing will be
carefully established within all the guidance from the Village’s Public Health Department.  Previously, the
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Village would allow for the possibility of an unlimited number of people who could arrive unannounced for
each court call and up to 2 -3 court calls on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  At times, up to 50 people could arrive for
one call.   Staff has been working to change this process significantly.   Most hearings will default to a
scheduled remote hearing.  These will be offered all week.  Those requiring an in-person hearing will be
scheduled in advance to ensure that the Village is meeting any social distancing or other requirements
contained in the Governor’s excecutive orders.

Alternatives
The Village Board could seek additional information.

Previous Board Action
N/A

Citizen Advisory Commission Action
N/A

Anticipated Future Actions/Commitments
N/A

Intergovernmental Cooperation Opportunities
N/A
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